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GEORGIAN PUBLIC BROADCASTING ARCHIVE—
A DIGITAL HISTORY OF GEORGIAN CULTURE

George Chartolani
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he Georgian Public Broadcasting is the only broad-

caster in Georgia serving as the successor to the

state television established in 1956 and the radio
broadcasting initiated in 1925. It is also the exclusive
owner of the material produced by the state television
and radio company over many years. The State TV-Radio
Company has been producing content for decades, much
of which is regarded as part of the world’s cultural heri-
tage. The materials stored in the archive hold significant
historical and cultural value and are actively utilized by
the Public Broadcaster itself and almost all traditional
and new media organizations in Georgia. Additionally,
television and radio companies worldwide, particularly
from post-Soviet countries, have shown considerable in-
terest in these materials.

In the digital age, traditional media are gradually
transitioning to multimedia broadcasting, presenting a
significant challenge for the Georgian Public Broadcast-
er. With society increasingly utilizing the Internet, there
is a pressing need for the broadcaster to enrich web
broadcasting with diverse, engaging productions span-
ning various genres and formats. This shift has acceler-
ated the necessity to digitize archival materials.

The quality and accessibility of digital media products
depend on the comprehensive digitization, preservation,

This paper examines the critical importance of digitizing materials preserved in the Georgian Public Broadcaster’s
archive to create a comprehensive digital chronicle of Georgian culture. The archive’s audio, film/photo, and video
materials encompass significant events in Georgian and global public, political, and cultural life throughout the 20"
century. Despite the unfortunate loss or destruction of some materials due to various subjective and objective fac-
tors, a substantial amount of content remains requiring urgent digitization to prevent further degradation due to the
aging of the tapes. The digitization process will make these invaluable materials accessible to researchers, media
producers, and the general public. Transferring these archival materials to digital formats not only facilitates the cre-
ation of media productions, but also supports the study of 20"-century cultural history. This work represents the first
attempt to inform the scientific community about the significance of the materials preserved in the broadcaster’s
archive, thereby enhancing research into cultural and artistic developments both in Georgia and abroad.

restoration, and reconstruction of the broadcaster’s ar-
chives. High-quality digital content that meets modern
standards can only be achieved through this process.
With its unique archive, the Public Broadcaster can es-
tablish a thematic-cultural channel to play a crucial role
in the cultural and educational life of society, leveraging
preserved materials.

Furthermore, digitizing and preserving the materials
in the broadcaster’s archives ensures the conservation
of cultural heritage for future generations. The Public
Broadcaster archive houses analog film, video, audio,
and photo materials recorded using various optical and
magnetic methods. It manages the storage and protec-
tion of original and duplicate audio, video, film, and photo
documents owned, produced, commissioned, or acquired
by the Public Broadcaster, including feature and docu-
mentary films produced by the Georgian Television Film
Studio since 1968, created by renowned screenwriters,
directors, and cinematographers. These films are invalu-
able assets of Georgian culture, and their digitization en-
hances accessibility for a global audience.

The Public Broadcaster’s archive comprises three pri-
mary collections: audio, film/photo, and video funds.

The audio fund is the oldest collection in the archive.
It builds on the materials of Radio Georgia, the first to
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broadcast in the Transcaucasian region. The inaugural
radio program, a concert featuring Maro Tarkhnishvili’s
folk ensemble, aired on May 23, 1925. Since 1927, Radio
Georgia has been producing regular programs in multi-
ple languages, including Kurdish, Russian, Armenian, and
Azerbaijani.

Since the 1940s, Georgian radio has utilized magnetic
sound recording technology, thus setting the stage for
creating and preserving a unigue cultural heritage. The
nature of live broadcasting fostered the development of
artistic collectives, bringing together prominent figures
from Georgian musical and theatrical arts and literary
circles. Notable performers included Vano Sarajishvili,
Mary Nakashidze, Davit Andghuladze, and Davit Gam-
rekeli. Renowned composers Dimitri Arakishvili, Shalva
Mshvelidze, and Andria Balanchivadze contributed sig-
nificantly to the archive. Georgian folklore was repre-
sented by Maro Tarkhnishvili, the Erkomaishvili brothers,
Sandro Kavsadze, and the Debi Ishkhneli ensemble. Such
esteemed writers and poets as Akaki Tsereteli, Galak-
tion Tabidze, Gogla Leonidze, Grigol Robakidze, Shalva
Dadiani, Simon Chikovani, and Konstantine Gamsakhu-
rdia also played a pivotal role in enriching the archive’s
cultural heritage.

All fields of Georgian progress in science, culture,
sports, politics, and public life are documented in these
funds through performances, speeches, reports, radio
plays, recordings, and theatrical productions. During
World War Il, Georgia, particularly Tbilisi, became a ref-
uge for prominent figures in art and culture evacuated
from the front lines, including individuals of global sig-
nificance. This influx significantly enriched the radio
archives with contributions from world-renowned art-
ists. Before the establishment of the recording compa-
ny Melodia, Radio Georgia served as the sole recording
studio in the region. At various times, renowned perform-
ers like Feodor Shalyapin, David Qistrakh, Mstislav Ros-
tropovich, Stanislav and Heinrich Neuhaus, Grigory and
Leonid Kogan, Beniamino Gigli, and Van Cliburn visited
Radio Georgia, recording in its studio or concert halls.

The archive’s funds boast a wealth of records fea-
turing world-renowned Soviet and foreign scientists and
cultural figures visiting Georgia, including David Lang,
Brahma Kumar, Leo and Alexander Tolstoy, Anna Akhma-
tova, Arsenii Tarkovsky, Nazim Hikmet, Rasul Gamzatov,
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and others. Additionally, the radio fund contains restored
and cleaned records from the first sound recording com-
pany in Transcaucasia, Gramophone, active in 1901-1914,
Notably, classic Georgian author Akaki Tsereteli, record-
ed some poems at the request of the public in this studio.

The archive holds a vast callection of both local and
foreign recordings, an invaluable treasure of national cul-
tural heritage and an audio chronicle of the 20" century.
The fund is continuously enriched with new productions
from public radio, material sourced from private collec-
tions and archives. It houses approximately 3,000,000 an-
alog phonogram tapes and recordings on DATI and CD
hard drives. Since 2007, audio materials have been sys-
tematically transferred to digital format, with complete
information stored in a new computer database.

The film fund contains over 16,463 units and 55,760
boxes, making it one of the oldest and largest collections
in the archive. It comprises originals and copies of 35 mm
feature, documentary, chronic, musical, animated films,
film performances, and stock materials on negative and
positive tapes. Ancient Georgian and foreign film chroni-
cles, as well as copies of feature and documentary films,
offer a comprehensive reflection of the social, political,
and cultural life of 20"-century Georgia.

Established in 1961, the photo fund showcases por-
traits of Georgian radio and television personalities,
work processes in studios, TV show caps and covers, and
portraits of historical figures from literature, art, science,
and public life events. Most of the photos, slides, and
negatives have been processed and transferred to digital
format, including reproductions of Georgian artists.

The video fund preserves recordings from the estab-
lishment of video recording systems since the 1970s, on
various analog and digital carriers. It contains recordings
of TV reports, performances, concerts, literary and artis-
tic materials, advertisements, films, and exchange pro-
grams. Notably, some 80 performances of the TV Theater
of Georgian Television have been digitized, preserving
landmark performances of Georgian dramatic theater
and unigue material depicting the life and work of Geor-
gian artists.

The archive of the Public Broadcaster serves as a dig-
ital history of cultural heritage, representing an invalu-
able resource for modern Georgian society. Previously
intended mainly for internal use, the archive is now ac-
cessible to all stakeholders in digital format, facilitating
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various purposes such as film and program production, ongoing to preserve and protect its contents. As the head

scientific research, educational endeavors, and more. of the archive, | am pleased to introduce the scientific
While the archive stands out as one of the oldestand ~ community to the significance of these materials for fur-

most unique in Europe, it has suffered losses over the  ther research and exploration.

years due to various reasons. Nevertheless, efforts are
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