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ol g3agho, 3 Gndobgmo Mdds@yncrgab, dodsom Lgdsbdosbols (1907-1945), lmem dzog, bodo dogbes gowsndobgl
73bmgmol 93609087, mogobmsge  yncebomgdos. dd3HdE0gd0, dodomssw, bohgmgazodom gomdgdl
anmolbbdmdls s obobo dommme mogosbmo Fomdmgdol Jzgybgddo aogoms g36ebgddy. Bgbsdedobsw, megom
6rndobyamo mgop®obs ©s 30bmb ggdbdgéngddeg 30 PYyncdRmgdmo sdhm3gl obobo. 83 bosdo Jgbgmos dogbs
»bobgmm 300 33mog0” (1942), mdgmog 0do39 bsbgmGmgdom (gmobanm ggébosdo Mona, I'étoile sans nom)
1966 Fomb g360b8g ao@onhebs 8bMo 3mandnd ghommdmogo gmsbgym-Gdabymo Fotrdmgdol gatgmyddo,
orndEs, 83 3ogbol g3tobodsgos bmgogmgdmos Gmgmby dsbsdwy, 1962 Famb xobymdo (Nimetdn tahti,
6g70bmeMo donbm 3mzggbgbo), oby 89dwgase, 1969 Famb ongmbmesgesdo (Bezimena zvezda, Gggobmdo omgeb
3mbomgoho), 1971 Fgaml nbgégmdo (Névtelen csillag; tgzobmmo mbm ssdo), 1979 Famb Leddmms 39380630
(Bezymyannaya zvezda, Ggz0bmto dobsogn 3mBs3m30) o 1979 Gl LsdgédbgmBo (Asteri horis onoma,
6970606900 - 30bEHL 8b0dd3m3Embo s bhgmoml egmoln). gatrs 9d0bs, gebbmmgngms dgdwgao 30gbgdol
93M0b0Bogos: ,,0Msgago0l medsda“ (1939) (Le Jeu des vacances, 1967, bagtsbggma, hgzobmeo gomdgh dobm)
b ,0mmm 7030 (1932) (Letzte Nachrichten, 1973, 3gédsbools @gdmzdsponamo Ggbdndmogs, MGgzgobmbo o
3ghangogo o Poslednd hodina, 1987, hgbmbanmgsgos, Mgzobmeo dommd doghmmo). dsérmamos, bydsbhnsbal
30gbgd0 Fomdshgoom Lecragdmmos rndobgm doygtgdgmms s 30(H03mbms dmtnb, 3sg®ed obog godhes,
™3 0bobo saFgde dgmerg dbmamom m3sdog, 967 3gtomedo, Mmogbog Gndabymo mo@gbsdgts momgdol
86 0m0MadbgdmEs ©s, dgbsdedobom, 396 3m3agdmd Loghmodmeobm smostgdol. Jmbhsl sbodsgmdgmmbol
d99mbggad godmbogmabs dg0damgds hvomgommb Gd0bgmmeb 83 dghdgba Mgzobmeal dgodm 3o3dntgdals
addm. y3gmo obodhgb dgdmbggasdn 3o mscadbobs o g3tebobmgol s@edhegool dmdogsgod o 860l
30dm339m0emo. 33300l Lsboo Bgodmgds sgdobmm, ™3 sérs dobrhm 30gbgdal motgdnmgded strsdgo domds
Fgmm©dd@nmds s G®3sbRH0gnmads beodgods oo®§dnbgl Gedwgbody Ggz0bmén, ™3 dsm g3tobodsgosl
Fomdapgde 8godmgds dm3ymmmeo.

785060 dgo: do@ynamo Foedshgdgoo s Fotrndanhgdmmogdo. donbyoo-

dodvogn bgdsbhosbo s dobo dogbgdo 350 0dobs, (33 0go Foe3mBmdom gdtsgmo ogm," ol
0Bosgos 3930623969 dmmohogn®o mdhobs, gob-

dodsogn bgosbiosbo (1907-1945) ogm Gdobgmo 3Fgbe-  bognmbgdom gommbmagmb bog ombglgal (1890-1940)
™o, Odmols bobdmzmg bogmebmgl mob sbemes &d-  awggdo. Fobsboghyzemdsdo mogobo Gmdsbobmgals ,2000

T dodsogn bgdobhosba ogm dobo g3bgzmbado, bmgm bsdwgamo bebgmo - ombog dgbogm dgbdgée.
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Fomols gob3ogammdsdn” (1935), GmdgmBog sefigtomos
90Mgmms ymazs (rdobgmBo, bog 0mbglignd avvzmy-
60 sbhobgdogynéo gebFymdgdn, Godsg bgdsbhosboly s
030l dgamocrgools 13dsymagogngds gedmofges. gat-
33900 bmol 3obdsgmmdsdo Lgdsbhosbo omgmg-
dmeod Fobrdspgdnm s 3gtldgdhonm s3dmte, dog-
6153 m3ols 3gtr0mdo 30l Fobssedwga adhsmms ©g3bs,
6o 390 sefgts 3oy dmzobdmdazhgm montgddo,
G m3mgdog dbmmme 60 Fanols dgdroga, 1996 Fomb, go-
dmgzgybeo. Lgdabiosbo onmyds 1945 Fgaml dmdbrsto
03(hm30hsbAHM®AL O™, sby Gmd, dsb o6 sbgsmm-
8 3m3m3901am0 ®d30L78mgd0m (H3omdd. bydslhoo-
b0 0gm bogmaogho Fcbomoldo, hmdgmdsg deblgam
36rbobs s 8bty Fool gsgmgbom sbggy gt
Lodo mebsdgtmgg Gmdsbo. dobo 8gdmgdgogdel dbad-
36gmmds  3mdnbobiyn® gdmgdodog 96 ©O3babgdme,
6obo doBgBog, dobomss, gobensm dobo bodo doglbs:
06O 0©73700L 003590 (1939), , nbobgmm 306l 33moz0°
(1942) o ,0mmm 70d0” (1945),% sbg3g omoygdo.

dodvagm bgdobhoobal dogbgdols g3erobodsgos
303760b@yné Gpdobgmdo

0l gogho, md dobo 30gbg00 0ggs Bmagmbydol Fystrme
mmbo ggogndol Jgbegdbgma 3mdnbobnto dgéomoals
630bgmdn, strwss gabogznto, dogbgosgse 0dobs, m3d
830™E0 86 9dbmmdmEd 3gdstebyby 0ggdl. ,gbgmo
330900L“ 3939 dobo dogbol dobgozom gsesamgdnmo
gogdo ,,36Om@atob bogdg“ (1956, Ggzobmto detomsd-
30 dmMM30) - IgemEGOIS(NMmO 3M3gEd FMPMMEO-
bygmo ©d gmomo ©sbsbtrnmon bmdobothgdnmo nym
3060b g3gbhg0mals ,mgeml dogmadob” 36088g. s3oemddo
96m0 obhmmogmbo Faolb bogsdgmm bhopool swmgd-
Lboby do3gmbgmols Bgbebgd, Loy od3gdmmos
Hodmateaonmo gamad, 83 dgeomdsd dondyhm gé-
0-g6m0 IhyFgmol gndoomgosl, Mmdgmog mgmal,
63 3ol 580b)s79090. mgdhmeBg Fgyzetgdnmo 1bo-
396bohgHeb bnogbpo 3o 93880 byoogh obg Tgbsed-
odmdsl 8 9GFdnbgdl dgFecdgl, odxebsblml
mgdhmmab bedgebogtm gdbdgwoges 3gbhtomyt 8Bo-
880, (o gsdmoggmoml sengdbebotg ds3gmbgmals
306370, G0l bobsggmmesg bHdhoowsb sdmemgdymo

1060 0gmb domomgds dobs badgom d0Bbgldy. gbowos,
b bomgaho dmgfmbs Gmgmg badmaspmgdsl, obg bg-
mob3mgdsl, Gogsb dobo bmgtgsmobindo dsommbo
6L bos MdMmony® gomoggdgdl mdgdl dmmal
3gtomedo.

1960-086 Femgddo €rndobgamgdds sérs dbmmmeo bood-
30008 303806006, hgbmbammagszaosls ©s Nbathymmab,
8603700 1939 30b3bML, abdgmgm ggtdeboslmseb
©9, gdbbognmMgdom, bogcbagmmsb (ghmmomoago
Fordmgdols bymo  3obmbincemo) msebsddemdmmdom
300000l dmgamo Gogo gogmdgdo ghomomogo Fot-
dmgdol ggotrmgddo. o mgds 1bos, ghmmdmoago Jo-
beofoedmgds  trdabgamo  30bgdahmatogzobihgdobomgols
Fotrdmoggbos 306z  Ladnomgdsk, gobbmdmobyb
36md0m mbHdhgol s, 83539 EMOML, dbmamomnbmngal
3d9abmm  Erndobymo gogndgdo. sbggg Laobhghgbme,
™3 rdobgmals moEghl - agmtag 3gmegon-©gal
(1901-1965), (dgemog do6rmogod g3g9sbol 1965 Famed-
©g, 39o308 dbobomdo gogmodzomo - obs ggmégom,
O™3m3BsE ©o0mebbds 3830 Jobmoboylhtosdo 3bndz-
byanmgsbo mobbgdal hogdsdy, dydomgbiol debemmd-
o BacddBat0 bnoogdols 8dgbgosdy 1957 Fgml
8 dg0momotgdnmo 530gmdgool dostooggmody -
bogemgamo  dbsbomdgdols @ MggobmEgdals dmbofo-
mgmdoo. 38bdod) abhGopol Gm3sbal ,3m0bo” 0dsgy
bobgamfmogdem  Fobrdspgdnmo  ssdpogeol dgdwga
(1963), 6xmdgamog 3060l 3gbHezeBg ozogEma©Y bo-
13009bm bgbotol 3ohgamE0sdo (Endodhtrn 3e6dd¢H0,
3660 3mm3o ©s 03 F930830), 9660 Mol bobmggl,
3OVgOM 30093 96000 gogdo: , Pbobgmm gombgmseze”
(1966, 630bgm-bagtebagmals ghmmdmogo Fotdmgds)
dodsogn bydsbosbol 1942 Famols 93839 bobgamGmogdols
309b0b dobgzom. g3ogndds dmbodgms dyahm®0 MM
d3060b306gdnmo bedystml megdmyhom, Gmdgm-
08 3obabobogthgdgb asbgdoghgdnmo s Bgsdotrgmo
Jomodgogmo, dmbs (Botobs gemsn) @ ¢0b dotery
(3mmeE €0380), dmhdegmgdnamo s Egmddto dob-
Fogmgdgmo 30mz0bgonmo  Jomagdosb. ©odmmagoo
dndo2omYogmod, 0bggy OG®amME My ©gmydl
IPb0gd @O 0mb mMmzggebyl bgbmamogs, Gm3gmog
dm0gagl 36mol ds6bomgol J0bmbiynwool dogé ©ed-
Bogdmm 3gdmbodeatm 0bhg®oghl o mzsmfetd-

2 3ogbod o0fgés 1944 Foamb ©s godmogs 1956 Famb. b3ggdphogmol 3trgdoghs 3o 8gas 1945 Famals 25 0sbgomb.
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hog bobggtew ggmnm domb, mtoggl 36083bgmmzsbo
F3emogmo dgogam o8 baygbmm g3oenddo. Famgool 893wga
350008 3emso 0blgbgds 83 bobosdmgbm dmdgbydl:
,d0b - bobgmmm 306l33mog0: bangbmm bomenéo o3
333960960 dotrhogo obhmmoabmzgal. bsdndgztols bo-
bop0xy dgab osmmagdlby s Jmbatmbhognsdo mé
76009600306063069d7mm 3gOlmbszgl Jmcob [..] gb
®ogmdo 8904368 gogmeools shdmbagtmdo s bednos-
dm athgos Hgdl gegmbopms dmmoal, donbyoogso
030bo, 603 306, LdFgbstrm, 396 dosefos Focrdsopgdol
Bogytbagmdo. Hgdo BG0m, sbGI0 3mm3n dEEgbogmo
0gm 6mb, bbgs bodystrmdo 0dymmgdms, ©d ds0bg,
396 3ggdbs 30bgdadmatsgaols gbhm-ghmo nmsedsBglo
b60dndo - bosmyze oy Bgodyhew Nhagnmm?®?

1979 Fganb, 303760830l g3mgsdo, Ggzobm™ads ¢o-
dmpgo Pebnd gosomm dogbols 06 sgag00l msdsdo”
(1939) sa3hdE0s. bydsbhosbol dogbsda dmmb&mdamos
bogabmm abhmens Brmgobdots bobindtmlb dgbobgd,
bogog madddo gmambs d200mgdl O 9(hY39390L ™E
306b o ydsFz0mb mogolo bogmodsBoms o Fomdmbab-
306 gbsG0m. 83 sGEsEagd0L g3bomo sbgzg dmobfe-
3900 bogmzgmmom ogmnBogdols absbmgmb. dodmpgo
6Ll ggoendo, Lgdobhosbols dogbolged goblbgsggdom,
30b0baBrgtds EMMOLY s boghrol mzsmbsddaboom,
ondgd 30063 0b636hbgdl mEngbamoals dmdbodgmyg-
MO,

1983 Fgamb 93396 HromEsbds gosopm ,mbsbganm
300 33moz0L¢ badgmagoBom g36boBogos. gl goban-
©» 9hm3bodzbgmmabs 893tvE JRtm dmcds-
oo 8ads, mdgs abymo ©oegdgmo dbsbom-
3900l Fysmmdom, Gmameogss: gbogm bomsgo (dmby),
Q™06 Bd53069b37 (Jobmoay), 0moy Jmmomgsbo
(36080), 035 HO38dgs (Jomdshmbo 3nam), 3gH™o-
39 3906307 s bbg. gb ggoemdog blgbgdol matbos.

08350 613069080 0gbmtotrgdnmo Nbencmds:
bgdsbhosbal 3ogbgdal 9 g3erboBogos 7 g3gysbedo

1307600, 353M03 bydobhosbal dogbgool dobgogom go-
©O0gO7m0d 9 g30bodagas 7 gggysbsda. gb a3agiho mom-
g0l 8gdmbggzom dmdmzehoby 3903396 @8y IMDB.com

3 Delerue, 24 Images, 2005, p. 22.

©d 30003793000, ©adgFgre Gdabyamo 30bgdogmatoe-
0obmgol 93 36083bgmmze60, 3a6sd 7Ebmde gogdhol
dgbobgo. dgmeyg dbtng, Hgdl 33amggsl 83 gom3dgdmeb
030330690000 bganls ndmols obs, (rd dsmo PGrsgmy-
beods ool 60-70-006 Famgddo Bggddbogmo bahgmgge-
Bom 36mEndaos, dmdgmog, Focrdmgdal gagybols got-
0, dboE 86 gabyme. 3880bsy 30, OmEs 3d738md0
6306900l 30bgds(madoanals ghmzgbnm sthgogdo, ot
dgmbes F3omdd gomdms NdMegmgbmdsdy, Mooasb
0bobo BHymg3080900l Jnmgbomgdsl Fotdmowagbobgb.
adhs 830bs, (Hymga080gdl 86 dgmbosm DVD sbigmgdo
0bgamoliytn oy gésbgnmo bndhopthgdoo.

1979 Fganb bodgmms 393d0éd0 dobsogm 3mBozmgals
d0g goomgdnmo ,mbsbgamm godl3gmege” sérwvs gbm-
dogno (30bgmda, Groadb ol hzgbl 93¢ebyody o (ho-
9308000 0GBLEOML golbnme. dgmdyg dbdog, ob mgb
00moEsd bgemdobefzomdn mbmsnb s oo dmdn-
dbmd0m bbggdmmdl trnl dogyhgdgml dmdob. do-
admomd, roskino.com 39033900l msbsbdsg, dobsagm
3mBo3m30L ggogndo 64-5 sgomBgs yggmedy dmdngme-
G g30gndgdls dmeab, ,bhomzgdbs® (1979, Ggzobmdo
3bMg0 Hot3maLin) @O ,omb Jobmdl® (1957, hgzobm-
60 byhggo ggeobodmgn) dmernb.

BgdsbEHsbAl 30gbs ,pbsbgmm getlggmoga“ Focrds-
19000 ©d0Eas o myshtdo 1956 Famb,' bome do-
bsogn 3mBsgmao 296 3owga 1960-0sb0 Famgdal demml
83b3gd©s, MM god0ryds Bnmal 83 FoGdmoagbol
boogdggmBy, m7dEd 39bBNENT admms gl dmgdpo.
dommm 1978 Fgamls 3sb eséfdnbs ggbswo dm3stgzo
@0 3gdmm g3odols gosmgds bagbommalzol 3obmb-
Beools 338889. ;30 gbedg botrgzobmérm badydgget-
3o 3mBo3mzds Fomdohgdnm 8gobatohybs Gydabgmals
sh3mbagggmm. gomdobogol dgdhgnmo Fgbmdgdo 3g-
HoGon6ad0 (rndobym Jogmodh dmagegmbyol. gomddo
Jgbmamos obgoo dhodydo yhomgde, Gmambg det0z-
Bl go3d HMowogogmo rndobnmo 3gédobomgob. gbe-
08, ™3 dg aoodFy3900 3603309mmdd gbaggds obgmo
00 dbsbomdgdol dogé g@obogn Fagmagls, mgmdo-
300 03MEM Jmbhmmgabzo (Jotrmar), sbsbhsbos ggéhb-
13000 (Fmbs), bgghamsbs 3homhimas (Jomdopmbo 3n3m)
5 008350 3MBO3m30 dmbols bodderml ermgnBo.

4 sbhgo bmBobhnge (Gg70bm®o). Jobsogn 30Bogmazol ,nbobgmm godlzgmsge” (omndgbhn®o gomdo by®oosb ,306mb
@93960900%). 9-8 biynwos, Jg339m0mo 3ghgcdntgol dg-5 sébol dogé. 3hmgdho ,gmebsmo obhmmas (2007).
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6 dg0dmyos omggel bbgs bypgamgzoBom gogndgdols
3gbobgd, Gmdgmos ghemgdeg hgbmzol nEbmdos?
de3mbogmgm dobogal g3gybgddo: spdmbsgmgm ggt-
3560090 (,,13000636g9emo0 7530, 1973, Ggz0bmbo @
396ram30030), 16309m38o (,nbsbgmm godlzgmsge”, 1971,
6g570bm60 mdem 930) O 013mbmeg0sdo (,mbobgmm
306b33mo30% 1969, 0mzs6 3mbomgoho), ,3gamdmmo
939909006« Fotdmadowagbgmo Madsdgtggdol doglyg-
00 Bogdomm bdotow 00adgdmes. o myPde gl 30gbgoo
Fotrdohgdnmo sedmhbes, bérnmosw 67698¢0300, mad
6970bmMgdl byhosm dsmo g3tvbodegos, bam dgo-
6g, bohgmgzobom gomdol gm®3shdo. ogMed Gom
30blbgds LBophgmggobom 93¢boBogogde, gowsemgdymo
Loggtbagmdo (8607300l ™medsdn”, 1967, Ggzobm-
60 7omdge 30bm), 530bgmdo (,nbobgmm gombigme-
30%, 1962, Ggz0bmE0 dobm 3m39b960) o LsdgédbgmBo
(,ynbobgmem 300L33mog0%, 1979, Mgzobmmgdn 3mbdol

300MY3630630 LNOIGIOIMI:

3b0ddgm3nmmmbo s bhgamoml Gomolbn)?

®ob60 bophgmgsodom gomdo ,nbebgmm go6mbis-
mo30“ (Ogz0bmen dogbm 3m3zgbgbo) agm bgdobinsbols
boFom3mgdol 306390 dEO3HOE0Y, FOEOMYdTMmO 296
300093 1962 Famb. 6o 8ggbgdes bodgadbgmb, smbobod-
bogos, G™3 dgédgbo IFgMsmo s MgFobmen Jmbhol
3bodsgm3gmmbo ddpgbzg®3dy gfz0s Gndobgml s
000ORNbgos 3mbhodhl Mog rndobgan obhgagdhno-
m7dmdb.

dodsogm bgdsbhoobo o sél Hoowgbo Gnd0bgma
M35 16a0. dgbsdedobom, begtobggmbs s gobymdo
dolo 30gbgdols 9361608300l gowsFyzghomgds o3 ghod-
B9 dotrpoga Bgodmgds doblbsl domemme dsm d0dsbrom
B0d3sm00m. MOEadh gl 30gbgdo bbosmoo GMBsbH-
330 07 dgmmEOdddhnmod, 35m 8g3m doynhgogml
Bmtols Fomdahgool dopggol dmpgbgosmo.

Delerue G., 24 images [ second, Editions Fayard, Paris, 2005.
100 nyywnx dunsmos Poccuu, https://www.kinopoisk.ru/lists/movies/top_100_russian_by_roskino/?page=2

19.07.2024
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AN ATTEMPT TO SOLVE A MYSTERY:
WHY THE ROMANIAN PLAYWRIGHT
MIHAIL SEBASTIAN WAS SCREENED

IN EIGHT COUNTRIES

Marian Tutui

Keywords: Mihail Sebastian, Romanian dramaturgy, TV films, “The Unnamed Star”, “The Holiday Game”, “The Last Hour”

It is suggestive that no less than three plays by the Romanian playwright Mihail Sebastian (1907-1945) have been
adapted for screen abroad. These adaptations are mainly TV films that have not been presented elsewhere but in
the countries of production; therefore, even Romanian experts in theatre or cinema have ignored them. The list
includes the play The Unnamed Star (1942), which was adapted by Henri Colpi in 1966 in a French-Romanian co-
production with the same title (or in French Mona, I'étoile sans nom), but even before, in 1962 in Finland (Nimetdn
téhti, directed by Mauno Hyvdnen), or later in Yugoslavia in 1969 (Bezimena zvezda, directed by Jovan Konjovic), in
Hungary in 1971 (Névtelen csillag, directed by Otté Addm), in the USSR in 1979 (Bezymyannaya zvezda, directed by
Mikhail Kozakov), and in Greece in 1979 (Asteri horis onoma, directed by Kostas Asimakopoulos and Stelios Rallis).
We can add the play The Holiday Game (1939), adapted in France in 1967 (Le Jeu des vacances, directed by Gilbert
Pineau) or The Last Hour (1932), in the GDR in 1973 (Letzte Nachrichten, directed by Dieter Perlwitz) or the Czech
Republic in 1987 (Poslednd hodina, directed by Milos Pietor). Sebastian’s plays were successful with the public
and critics in Romania, but they were written shortly before WW2, and Romanian literature almost never enjoyed
numerous translations and international success. In the case of the Greek director Kostas Asimakopoulos, we can
invoke his connections with Romania. Still, in other cases, the motivation for translating and adapting these plays
for the screen is not apparent. We can conclude that not only their value but also their melodramatic and romantic
notes convinced several directors that their screen adaptations could be successful.

A Strange Destiny:
Mihail Sebastian and His Plays

ihail Sebastian (1907-1945) was a Romanian
M writer with a short life and career but both

with dramatic ups and downs. Although he was
Jewish', he was attracted by the right-wing political doc-
trine and especially by the ideas of the philosopher Nae
lonescu (1890 - 1940).  For his novel For Two Thousand
Years (1935) about what meant to be Hebrew in Romania
Nae lonescu wrote an anti-Semitic preface which made
him distance from his former master and of his friends.

For a while he had been considered a promising and
successful writer but during the war, he suffered from
persecution and kept a shocking diary, published only in
1996, 60 years later. He died in a road accident in 1945,
so he could not enjoy enough the freedom he obtained.
Although he was a prolific journalist and wrote three
modern novels under the influence of Marcel Proust and
Andre Gide, he continued to remain relevant, including
during communism mainly thanks to his three plays, The
Holiday Game| Jocul de a vacanta (1939), The Nameless
Star| Steaua fard nume (1942) and The Last Hour| Ultima
ord (1945)” and even due to his diary.

1 His most known pen-name was Mihail Sebastian but his real name was losif Mendel Hechter.
2 The play was written in 1944, played on the 25" of January 1945 and published in 1956.
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Mihail Sebastian’s Plays Become Films
in Romania during Communism

The fact that his plays inspired four films in Roma-
nia during communism is not surprising, although the
author did not have left-wing ideas. The Protar Affair
(1956, directed by Haralambie Boros) after his play The
Latest News was presented in Cannes film festival and
was nominated for the Golden Palm award. It is a melo-
dramatic comedy with an unexpected and happy twist. A
historian writes an article about Alexander the Great in a
newspaper and a typographical error brings it to the at-
tention of an industrialist who feels blackmailed. A stu-
dent in love with her professor at the university under-
stands the opportunity and persuades the industrialist to
finance a scientific expedition for the teacher in Central
Asia in the footsteps of Alexander the Great in exchange
for the omission of the reference to his true business.
Obviously, the subject was to the taste of the public and
even the authorities in full socialist realism because it
revealed the dishonest affairs of the interwar period.

In the 60s, the Romanians made a series of films in
co-production not only with the USSR, Czechoslovakia
and Hungary, but also with Canada, West Germany, Italy
and especially in collaboration with France, with which
no less than 5 films were made. International co-produc-
tions were, of course, a way for Romanian filmmakers
to learn from renowned filmmakers, but also to more
easily promote Romanian films abroad. We could also
add the fact that the leader of Romania until 1965, Gheo-
rghe Gheorghiu-Dej (1901-1965), had an actress daughter,
Lica Gheorghiu (1928-1987), who led him to invest mas-
sively in the cinematographic industry, to build in 1957
impressive studios near Bucharest and then to support
the production of expensive films with the help of actors
and directors from the West. After some success with a
screen adaptation of Panait Istrat’s novel with the same
title, Codine (1963), which won the best screenplay prize
at Cannes (Dumitru Carabat, Henri Colpi and Yves Jami-
aque), Henri Colpi was asked to make a second movie,
The Nameless Star| Steaua fdrd nume| Mona, I'étoile
sans nom (1966, Romania- France), after Mihail Sebas-
tian’s play Nameless Star (1942). The film conquers the

audience by bringing together two opposite worlds,
represented by Mona (Marina Vlady), a spoiled and su-
perficial young woman and Marin Miroiu (Claude Rich),
a shy and delicate teacher from a provincial town. The
dialogues are captivating, the music by Georges Del-
erue and the scenography by lon Oroveanu consisting of
a constraining interior made in Prague at the Barrandov
Studios and a lush semi-wild garden contribute to an ex-
citing film. After a few years Marina Vlady remembered
with pleasure: “Mona, the star with no name: beautiful
title for this beautiful, simple story. All the subtlety of
the work lies in the dialogues and the confrontation of
two radically opposed characters. [...] It was in a climate
of euphoria that we made this film which will remain
among my favourites, even if, unfortunately, it did not
achieve any success in France. | think that Henri Colpi
was out of time, out of worlds, but that he created one
of the most beautiful works of cinema. Too early or too
unusual?”®

In 1979 director Timotei Ursu adapted the play The
Holiday Game (1939) for the 80s during communism. Se-
bastian’s play is a captivating story about a guest house
by the sea where a beautiful girl holds two men and a
teenager under a spell of her beauty and imagination.
The end of the vacation is also the end of everyone’s
illusions. Timotei Ursu’s film is not timeless and difficult
to locate like Sebastian’s play, but it retains a little of the
charm of this story.

In 1983 Eugen Todoran made a TV version of Name-
less Star/ Steaua fdrd nume. It is obviously a more mod-
est production, but the contribution of great actors: Enikd
Szildgyi (Mona), Florin Zamfirescu (Miroiu), Qvidiu luliu
Moldovan (Grig), Rodica Tapalagd (Ms Cucu), Petricd
Gheorghiu etc. makes this film worth mentioning.

A Strangeness that Is Ignored even in Romania:
9 Films in 7 Countries Based on
Mihail Sebastian’s Plays

It is a strange fact that no less than 9 films have been
made in other 7 countries after Mihail Sebastian’s plays.
| found that almost by accident looking on www.imdb.
com. | decided to write about that because although it
is a meritorious fact for Romanian cinematography but

3 Georges Delerue, 24 images [ second, Editions Fayard, Paris, 2005, p.22 et passim.
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it remained unknown. On the other hand, my approach to
studying these films is complicated by the fact that most
of the films are television productions made in the 60s
and 70s that have never been released elsewhere but in
the countries of production. Even when | was working at
the National Film Archive of Romania, | could not have
access to the majority of films since they belonged to
televisions, not to mention that televisions do not have
copies on DVD and by no means with English or French
subtitles.

Nameless Star/ Bezymyannaya zvezda made in the
USSR by Mikhail Kozakov in 1979 is unknown in Romania
because it has never been shown on our screens or on
some television but easy to download from the internet
as it is still among the favorites of the Russian public
today. Thus, according to the www.roskino.com website,
Mikhail Kozakov’s film is on the 64" place in the prefer-
ences of the Russian public between Stalker (1979, di-
rected by Andrei Tarkovsky) and Quiet Don (1957, directed
by Sergey Gerasimov)!*

Sebastian’s play had been staged successfully at the
Bolshoy Drama Theatre back in 1956°, and Mihail Kozak-
ov boasted that he intended to make a film based on it
since the end of the 60s, but the censorship rejected his
project. It was only in 1978 that he convinced Gennady
Bokarev and was able to make the film on television in
Sverdlosvk®. In the third film that the great actor Kozak-
ov directed, he tried quite successfully to preserve the
Romanian atmosphere. The buildings of St. Petersburg
chosen resembled a Romanian city. Details such as buy-
ing eggplants to cook a typical Romanian dish remain.
Obviously, the contribution of great actors such as Igor

REFERENCES:

Kostolevskiy (Miroiu), Anastasiya Vertinskaya (Mana),
Svetlana Kryuchkova (Ms Cucu) and his own role as Mo-
na’s fiancee remain decisive.

What can we say about the other TV movies for
which we don’t have details available? In countries from
the Eastern camp, such as East Germany (The Latest
Hourl| Letzte Nachrichten, 1973, directed by Dieter Perl-
witz), Hungary (1971 (Nameless Star/ Névtelen csillag,
1971, directed by Ottd Addm) and even Yugoslavia (Bezi-
mena zvezda, 1969, directed by Jovan Konjovic), plays by
playwrights from “friendly countries” were performed
quite often. And if these plays were successful, it was
quite natural somebody to try to screen them at least as
television films. But how can we explain the TV movies
made in France (Le Jeu des vacances, 1967, directed by
Gilbert Pineau), Finland (Nameless Star/ Nimetdn téhti,
1962, directed by Mauno Hyvdnen) and Greece (Name-
less Star/ Asteri horis onoma, 1979, directed by Kostas
Asimakopoulos and Stelios Rallis)?

In fact, the Finnish TV film Nameless Star/ Nimetén
tdhti, directed by Mauno HyvOonen was the first film
made after Sebastian, as early as 1962! In the case of
Greece, we could invoke the fact that the Greek writer
and director Kostas Asimakopoulos was several times
in Romania and had connections with several Romanian
intellectuals.

Mihail Sebastian is not the greatest Romanian play-
wright. So the initiative of making television films in
France and Finland based on his plays can be explained
for now by the fact that they liked his plays. They are
either romantic or melodramatic, so with potential for
audience success.

Georges Delerue, 24 images / second, Editions Fayard, Paris, 2005;
« 2.100 nyywnx dunsmos Poccun https://www.kinopoisk.ruflists/movies/top_100_russian_by_roskino/?page=2

4100 nyywnx dunomos Poccnn.

5 Andrey Sozanchuk (director). Unnamed star of Mikhail Kozakov [Documentary film from the “Film
Legends” series]. “Studio 8” commissioned bythe Petersburg-5 channel: Project “Living History”.

(2007).
6 Ibid.
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HENRI COLPI
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ROMANIAN PLAYWRIGHT MIHAIL
SEBASTIAN (1907- 1945)
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2. B6BIWN 3BNBY: BOWINQIE 30065, JSbITM
3133 H30¢ (1966)

FRENCH POSTER OF MONA, L'ETOILE SANS NOM
(1966)
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ANOTHER FRENCH POSTER OF MONA, L'ETOILE MARINA VLADY AND CLAUDE RICH
SANS NOM (1966) IN MONA. THE NAMELESS STAR (1966)
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6. 13M& 3MLOMLIZLAN VO S68LOJLAY 3IGONBLAIINS
B0330 ,JBObILM 3OMBIZL 3N

IGOR KOSTOLEVSKIY AND ANASTASIYA VERTINSKAYA
IN BEZYMYANNAYA ZVEZDA

5.,080b3M 30MLIZ O30 BLOOSMOS dBNBY (1979)
SOVIET POSTER OF BEZYMYANNAYA ZVEZDA (1979)

7. QOB BOA3SN VO 330 635N BNLFFN
»000bIT[M OML3ZLO3N“ (1971)

LASZLO SZACVAY AND EVA AMASI IN
NEVTELEN CSILLAG (1971)

8. 3802 bM®3500 (3OHMBILME SERLOHMBN3NL
MMI30) B0L330 ,J3065L36IXN JS3N“ (1987)
EMIL HORVATH ST. (AS PROFESSOR ANDRONIC)
IN POSLEDNA HODINA (1987)
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