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Georgia spent most of the XX century in the Soviet “Family”. There was no art
field during this time in which the Georgians hadn tintensively created artifacts;
Among them were poor and middle, strongly ideologized and more or less
free, distinguished creations by high artistic values, publicly stated premium
and hidden banned artifacts. Georgian art has always been developed with
intensive relations of foreign cultures: Ancient Asian civilizations, Byzantium,
Europe, Iran and Eastern Culture. The Georgian culture created its individual
look at the junctures of East and Western cultures. The Georgia had Intensive
cultural contacts in the fisrt twentieth of XX century, but what happened when
it appeared in the locked Soviet space? When the ideologists approved the
contacts with only “Broverly” republics? What influenced its image? Only
ideology? Tradition? Party resolutions? Was it in contact with other cultures?
This and other issues are focus of present collection. The present works are
devoted to the specific themes of theatre and music, Film and Media, Painting
and Architecture or photography.

Nato Gengiuri
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Tamar Bokuchava,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgian State University
An Associate Professor

REFLECTIONS ON GEORGIAN THEATRE FROM THE
POINT OF VIEW OF CULTURAL DIALOGUE

The article analises the process of the Georgian dramatic theatre
emergence in the context of the paradigmal turn in history of Georgian
culture in 18th century and discusees the theatre as one of the signs of
Georgian culture *westernization” in modern times. Theatre is seen as
one of the links in the chain of the other important facts indicating
the regularity and organic nature of the whole process. At the same
time theatre is seen as resuls of the new trend in cultural development
and as an appropriate media source for the new discourse creation; It
indicates the stages of theatre participation in the further development
of the cultural and civil consiousness in XIX century colonial era,
emergence of the modern patterns of civil colaboration in cultural
development. On the material of 20th century one of the first attempts
of reflection on cultural dialogue is shown in the play ”Lamara” by
Grigol Robakidze (1920-ies), where the pattern of modern dialogism
- me-you is discovered as a basement of dramatic situation. Robakidze
shows the tension in attitude on the exmple of pairs "person and
person”, "ethnos and ethnos”.

From the point of view of cultural dialoge 21st century according
to the contemporary context is shown as a most diverse, dinamic and
dramatic one. Cultural groups are indicated acoording their gender,
value, religious etc. identities. As an article concludes, theatre still
remains a spcial media tool to lead the dialogue, it serves as a "body’
of a dialogue itself.
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Maka Vasadze,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University
The Doctor of Arts

TEXT MONTAGE IN THE FORMATION OF ROBERT
STURUA’S THEATRICAL LANGUAGE

The Georgia had a very strong generation in the Art of 60s
such as E. Sturua, T. Chkheidze, G. Khancheli, G. Meskhishvili, O.
loseliani, M. Kobakhidze and others. At the same time, there were
A. Tarksovsky, I. Lubimov in Moscow as the theatrical director and
others. Artists used to address to the art to demonstrate their outlook
and express their protest. This is key point, because Sturua actually
starts to establish the political theatre by Salem Witch Trials. The
political theatre equally existed in various European countries that
time.

Once the state system has emerged in human history then a great
number of ugly forms of state system existed in different forms.
Artists were expressing the protest in their work. Robert Sturua
continued the traditions of Georgian theatrical school (Marjanishvili,
Akhmeteli, and Tumanishvili) and expressed his protest by using a
symbolic metaphorical language in his plays. He exposed inhuman
essence of tyranny in his plays by using metaphorical, symbolic
theatre language. These issues were acutely revealed in the plays of
70s at the end of 1960. If we say that Sturua is a typical representative
of the events in 1960 then that means he is the participant of these
processes, worked in the Rustaveli State Theatre, created a particular
direction which we could call underground of that period. It can be
called the experimental searches and revolt. Revolt of young artist
against the existing events. My interest isn’t a search of whom we
earlier met the directing or theatrical method during the searches of
“Theatre Model” or “Theatre Language” of Robert Sturua. In the
background of historical preconditions, theatrical aesthetics, theatre
model and art searches in general: The searches of Marjanishvili,
Akhmeteli, Brecht, Streller, Lubimov, Tumanishvili and the others —
Robert Sturua’s “Theatrical Language” was revealed what defined the
formation of the phenomenon what we call the theatre language of
Robert Sturua.
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Maia Kiknadze,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University
The Doctor of Arts

INTERPRETATIONS OF RUSTAVELI’S “KNIGHT IN THE
PANTHER’S SKIN” ON GEORGIAN STAGE

1. Lots of examples of public reading and staging of “Knight in the
Panther’s Skin” are known in the history of Georgian theatre.
At the end of the 18th century and in the beginning of the 19th
century was written the first tragedy of Nestan-Darejan. Famous
play writers later got interested in it, namely Goderdzi Piralishvili,
Okropir Bagrationi and Giorgi Eristavi.

2. In October 1881, famous Hungarian painter Mihaly Zichy (1829-
1900) arrived in Georgia. At this time on the Georgian stage
were already staging excerpts of “Knight in the Panther’s Skin”.
The work of commission establishing the text of “Knight in the
Panther’s Skin” relates to the same time. In February 6, 1882
Zichy presented in Thilisi the living pictures from the “Knight
in the Panther’s Skin”, where are shown ten pictures (later added
one). Pictures and further illustrations staged by Zichy had a
great reaction in Georgian society. After publishing “Knight in
the Panther’s Skin” under Kartvelishvili’s edition, throughout
Georgia living pictures used to be staged in accordance to the
Zichy’s illustration.

3. Together with the character’s of “Knight in the Panther’s Skin” at
the same time for Georgian stage are written and staged plays
under the participation of Shota Rustaveli. In accordance to this
standpoint attention is to be drawn to the play “Rustaveli” written
and staged by Kote Meskhi for the purpose of benefit performance
in February 4, 1890. (Giorgi Shervashidze writes a drama “Giorgi
I11”, where Shota Meskhi is one of the characters).

4. Alike the Dramatic theatres, Musical theatres also pay attention to
the characters of “Knight in the Panther’s Skin”. For example:
opera “Legend of Tariel” written by M. Mshvelidze. Under the
basis of legend recorded by Anton Purtseladze “Rustaveli and
His Wife” and poem written by I. Mchedlishvili was staged
Arakishvili’s opera “Legend of Shota Rostaveli” (for the first
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time staged in 19190). After that libretto was remade for several
times (S. Shanshiashvili, Ak. Paghava). Opera was staged by
following famous stage directors: Aleksandre Tsutsunava, Sandro
Akhmeteli, Kote Marjanishvili.

. Stages, performances and operatic performances created in
accordance with the “Knight in the Panther’s Skin” took significant
place in the history of Georgian theatre.

Gubaz Megrelidze,
The Doctor of Arts

TRADITIONS AND CONTEMPORARY VERSIONS OF
“ANTIGONE” BY JEAN ANOUILH

Staged “Antigone” on Rustaveli theatre has developed an
interesting process in Georgian theatre. High artistically created
faces of Antigone by S. Zakariadze, Creon and Z. Kverenchkhilade
brought a great contribution to the history of Georgian theatre.

Antigone, carried out by T. Chkheidze on Marjanishvili theatre
has become an interesting event in the Georgian theatre of
XXI century, where Creon of O. Meghvinetukhutsesi and N.
Murvanidze’s Antigone deserved the special attention.

A young director G. Goshadze carried out a free version of
“Antigone” in the Theatre of llia University, where the special
attention was paid on the issue of personal freedom and civil
position. Actor G. Roinishvili’s Creon is an interesting face where
the duty of King and human feelings are against to each other.
Unfortunately T. Navrozashvili lacked the professionalism of
better performing the face of Antigone.

Staged “Antigone” in Ozurgeti theatre had been understood by V.
Chogogidze as eternal problem, what is still actual after centuries.
Unfortunately A. Lomidze couldn’t fully opened the face of
Creon. T. Mdinaradze better understood the face of Antigone but
the seen problem by the modern position wasn’t appeared in the

play.
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Tamar Mukeria,
Art Critic

DIRECTIONAL VISION OF STREHLER ON THE EXAMPLE
OF CHEKHOV’S “CHERRY ORCHARD”

Contact with Russian lingual dramaturgy was always important
for Giorgio Strehler. He often showed his interest towards Gorki’s,
Chekhov’s and Gogol’s works. Prokofiev’s and Stravinsky’s operas
directed by him are also worth mentioning.

Strehler performed Chekhov’s plays (“Seagull”, “Cherry
Orchard”, “Platonov and others”) several times on the stage of Piccolo
theatre. There are two issues of “Cherry Orchard”. The first one was
performed in 1955, although the second version staged in 1972 is
special. The play was very important in the history of Piccolo theatre,
and it is considered to be the particular play. Strehler greatly highlights
time and the related events and things. According to the director this
relations are created by people themselves who later get under the
influence of this relations. Out of date and useless things are just the
reflections of the past. The director thinks that people living in such
environment become similar to useless things and it is the reason of
their tragic life.

The play staged in 1955 is greatly different from the play performed
in 1974. The first one follows the realistic style. Strehler shows even
the typical outward appearance of that period that is featured in the
play. He seems to follow Stanislavsky, then Visconti and the choice of
the followers of the realistic esthetics. Although the second version of
the play is wholly covered in the conceptual vision of the director and
even the slight details are driven by it.

The esthetics of the play is totally changed. It is far from the
stylization typical for the realism in the earlier play. The play of 1974
became one of the most important plays in the history of the world
theater. Strehler’s work released the play from the clichés and showed
that Chekhov’s dramaturgy gives far more possibilities from the point
of view of performance than it was considered before and even used
to be a certain stereotype.
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Manana Paichadze,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University
Professor

THE FIRST JAZZ-BALLET IN THE USSR THEATRE SPACE
THE BALLET “PORGY AND BESS” ON THE STAGE OF
THE TBILISI OPERA AND BALLET THEATRE

The Thilisi State Opera and Ballet Theatre presented the premiere
of the ballet Porgy and Bess in May 23, 1984 based on the outstanding
opera by George Gershwin under the same name. The author of the
G. Gershwin music ballet editorship was Mika Odzeli, the orchestra
was conducted by Irakli Chiaureli and the stage design was performed
by Muraz Murvanidze. The librettist and staging choreographer was
Mikhail Lavrovsky, who danced the leading part of the ballet— Porgy.
For the first time in the world there was created a ballet after the
Opera “Porgy and Bess” by Gershwin (1935). “Porgy and Bess” by
Gershwin is the first national American opera, which is on the verge of
the problems of Afro-Americans in the South Carolina. The Opera is
based on the novel “Porgy and Bess” by DuBose Heyward (1925).

The vitality and relevance of the topic, the favourable solution of
the plot with the help of the plastic and gestures, the colourful language
of the music- these are the main factors that caused choreographer
M. Lavrovsky’s interest to stage a ballet. M. Lavrovsky reduced the
number of characters of the opera to a minimum in order to focus all the
attention on the leading characters- Porgy, Bess, Crown, Sportin’ Life,
Serena, Robbins and the Corps-de-ballet — one of the main characters
of the performance as well. The ballet architectonics (prologue, the
first and second act, epilogue) fully harmonizes with its semantic
interpretation — the separation of the performance in two plans: the
real-life plan and the plan of Porgy’s dreams. Modern jazz rhythmic
dance is a unique combination of modern and traditional classical
ballet. It should be noted that the language of the choreography as
well as G. Gershwin’s music with all its might expresses the mood
and emotions of the characters. It combines the elements of classical
dance (dream scene Porgy), as well as the characteristics of Afro-
American folk dances (dances of the Corps-de-ballet) and certainly,
jazz elements.
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M. Lavrovsky’s ballet version appeared to be an innovation in the
Soviet and World ballet history.

Tamar Kutateladze,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University
Assistant Professor

OVERCOME BOUNDARIES AND FILL THE TRENCHES

Lesley Fidler’s this famous slogan appeared to be prediction
for the world theatre art. In spite of having big “Iron Curtain”, the
Soviet theatre appeared to be involved in this process what become
more obvious after the collapse of Soviet Empire and restoration of
contacts especially in 10s of XXI century. As it was turned out, itself
his Majesty time had become defining of conscious and preferences.
Cultural dialogue and intensive process of their interaction is still
continued despite the locked boundaries.

In autumn 2014, Georgian viewers saw Andrey Zholdak’s
unforgettable performance “Madame Bovary” of Gustave Flaubert on
the stage of Tumanishvili Film Actors Theatre within the framework
of festival “Gifts” and at the same year on December 23 a meeting
was held with rebellious director in Tumanishvili Film Actors Theatre.
The director introduced his own outlook of theatrical model about the
methodology and theatrical manifest to the Georgian theatre.

The work describes the analysis of theatrical aesthetics and
methodology of one of the distinguished director Andrey Zholdak and
one of the original representatives of Georgian theatrical director such
as Shalva Gatserelia on the second half of XX century. Many principal
issues appeared to be identical in their understanding, in particular:

1. Attitude towards stage metaphor;

Theatre as the art of chose ones;

Effect of creativity searches with the young actors;
Mystic of theatrical art;

The actor as rebel, marionette and philosopher;
Playing boundaries of actor;

Playing happiness;

Sacrificial on the stage;

©°ND oA WN
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9. Art mission;
10. Dangerous viewer;
11. “Death” principle and others in artistic image of character.

Tamar Tsagareli,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University
PhD; Associate Professor

“JAKO’S LODGERS” AND SOVIET GEORGIA

The term “cultural nation” appeared in Europe of XIX century.
One of the first theorists, German historian Friedrich Meinecke
distinguished between nations two categories: cultural nations and the
state nations. In the Soviet Union in the 20-30 years of XX century,
created new, soviet nations and their cultures defining stereotypes
and declared the national culture. If a true “Soviet” people, should
recognize certain Lenin’s Mausoleum, with it’s well-preserved with
dead body leader, the ideological center of the world. “Soviet” people
must believe in the footsteps of Lenin and Chernishevski that art is
designed to teach people how to live. But when he or she was informed
of the creation of other types, it is no longer a purely “Soviet” people;
In the modern sense, the notion of “culture” is determined by the
spiritual development of the situation, leading to the nation, as the
existence of a cultural phenomenon, as a common language, memory
and social cohesion of the idea of a train.

The Georgian was formed consciousness as a result of a powerful
disaster of the twentieth century. Paradoxically, the heaviestideological
dictatorship and under great pressure, in the Soviet Georgia was still
evident on the national roots-based cultural life.

Cataclysms of the 20th century triggered the collapse of values,
moral and spiritual values, ideals devaluation impairment objectionable
process. In the background epochal of shifts Mikheil Javakhishvili’s
novel - ,Jako’s Lodgers”- typical signs of psychological and
philosophical leaders. According to which it is possible to define the
era of spiritual development, its face.

In 70-80 years of the XX century in Soviet Georgia none of the
artistic work society caused such polemic, as Temur Chkheidze TV
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and scenic performances - “Jako’s Lodgers” - producing the perception
of the severity of the problems raised and the artistic quality of the
work of the Group.

Giorgi Tskitishvili,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University
Professor

TILL THE PASSION AND THEN LOVE?!
AT THE END IS HATRED!

During the centuries-old history of Human existence, none of
the nations haven’t had reclusive development; Despite the fact that
totalitarian State system and regime rarely existed on one or another
stage, the relations between people, cultural dialogue still was being
held. In this case Georgians weren’t exception. During the centuries,
our nation creatively learned all those cultural approaches or property
of people whom our nation had relation. This equally applies to
material and also spiritual culture. For its part, all above-mentioned
was also actively concerned to the neighboring countries of Georgia.
Such thing is characteristic for the development of any nation’s history.
Mutual enriching process is being underway naturally and organically.
Theatre art isn’t exception. Active movement today with this direction
wasn’t started in the conditions of Universal globalization. Even a
cursory glance at the Georgian theatre history could convince us our
theatre was influenced by a well-wisher West, East but at the same
time it hasn’t never lost its originality, identity, individualism, The
unique recurring synthesis and organic mutual merge of Georgian and
world theatre art is obvious.

The work examines the performance “Therese Raquin” staged
by the Georgian director, Avtandil Varsimashvili in a Gribodoedov
Russian State Drama Theatre according to the novel of French writer
1849-1902) Emile Zola in 1999.

Outlined say or problem in it — a strong mutual passion between
man and woman, committing a crime to accomplish the goal. (Killing
a husband) and finally a cruel but deserved punishment for the hardest
sin; Unbearable suffering caused by compunction!.. You can get rid
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of worldly official judiciary but how you escape from yourself?!
Everybody will response for everything one day; our sins aggravates
our spirit agonizingly and life become hell.

We can recall William Shakespeare’s Richard I11, Macbeth or Lady
Macbeth! ... The staged performance by director A. Varsimashvili
exactly made people think about this moral problems.

There is one important aspect. This is culture dialogue what is
clearly seen on above-mentioned plays. Georgian director staged the
work of French writer on Russian theatre existing in Georgia.

Marina Kharatishvili,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University
Associate Professor

FOR THE ISSUE OF B. BRECHT’S EPIC THEATRE

The work examines the opinions about epic theatre of distinguished
director, dramatist, theoretician and theatre figure such as Bertolt
Brecht.

In this entry, Brecht allows not only one particular directing
vision, but also “Encrypts” the stage or performing features of epic
theatre and forms the theoretical basis of aesthetics of epic theatre.

The content of Brecht’s entries first of all serves to present a stage
act in theatre. Life modeling, creating the versions of those events and
presenting them accurately on the stage by the method of open game
for gaining estrangement effect is exactly B. Brecht’s basis of epic
theatre.

The work presents how great a role of Brecht is in development of
theatre art as well as theoretical point of view.
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Magda Anikashvili,

PhD student of Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgian State
University, Faculty of humanitarian, social sciences,

business and management

The head: prof. Lela Ochiauri

CASH REBATE SYSTEM
(International Experience and Georgian Perspective)

No doubt that until recently, local legal framework and tax system
had been the weak links of the public policy on supporting national
cinematography. It is for a long time already that the countries
willing to attract large studios existing on the international market are
competing with each other in introducing certain privileges. These
countries give due consideration to the effects of cinematography on
other branches of economy, such as tourism, regional development,
etc. Natural, as well as human and technical resources of a particular
region are used in the process of filmmaking. Filmmaking has a
mission to popularize the country. Accordingly, the privileges set for
producers are considered a part of the country’s economic policy.

Up to 50 countries of the world employ different methods to draw
interest of foreign film production companies, such as tax shelter, tax
credit, cash rebate, etc.

At the beginning of this year, encouragement of film industry
has become a part of the government-funded program “Produce in
Georgia”. The program “Film in Georgia”, designed to facilitate the
development of film industry in Georgia, envisages tax privilege for
film production companies — it is a cash rebate system, meaning that
up to 25% of qualified expenses from the budget spent on filming in
Georgia will be returned to the producer.

Among the most successful examples of using the cash rebate
system are: Hungary (25%, Munich by Steven Spielberg); Malta
(27%, Troy by Wolfgang Petersen); New Zealand (40%, The Lord of
the Rings by Peter Jackson), etc. Georgian film industry has had some
experience of cooperation with large foreign production companies
over the last few years. The Search by Michel Hazanavicius can serve
as one of the most successful examples of such cooperation.

This experience, as well as the analysis of Eastern European
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examples ofthe cash rebate system enables us to talk about the efficiency
of the government’s initiative and the perspectives of attraction of
foreign production companies to the national cinematography.

Irina Demetradze,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University
Professor

DOUBLE ENCODING: POSTMODERNISM AND
GEORGIAN CINEMA

Postmodernism is revealed (more vividly) in Georgian theater
and literature. Unlike French, British and American film culture,
Georgian film culture does not represent an example of post-modern
self-reflection or self-thematization.

The reasons for the above-mentioned are: the Soviet routine
pseudo-culture (pseudo-art) and the lack of cultural dialogue as
historical heritage.

On the other hand, postmodernism is intellectual i.e. the inter-
textual field has existed from the very start. Like other Southern
cultures, Georgian culture is based on empirical experience, and is
either entirely non-reflexive or lacks reflection.

1) Tenghiz Abuladze — eclecticism, kitsch art and inter-text.

“Repentance” — the unity of eclectic style and kitsch elements.

2) French films of Otar losseliani. “Favourites of the Moon” and
“Butterfly Hunt”. Film quotes — Jean Vigo, Louis Bunuel.

Mixture of truth and invention, illusion and reality. Travel through
time and space — suspicion of objective reality.

3) The Georgian culture, in general, is phallogocentric.
Postmodernism implies deconstruction. Therefore, postmodern
direction remains marginal in Georgia with regard to the relativism of
consciousness. As for the carnival space — it is permanently topical: in
daily reality — from birth to death and funeral wake, in social reality —
from virtual (Facebook) to street marches.

The private space is not an exception: eating, sex or praying are
all similar to carnival, and in no way are they private-intimate.

Thereareinterestingimagesincontemporaryreality. Carnivalization
in the post-modern and not in Bakhtin’s concept. For instance, the
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raid on gay-parade by Orthodox-fundamentalists. In postmodernism
carnival is an expression of relativism of consciousness. Gay parade
in this sense is a postmodern carnival. It means destruction of outdated
clichés and stereotypes. Orthodox fundamentalist “parade” is also a
carnival, albeit non-postmodern. It does not contain relativism or
parody, i.e. it is totally devoid of content. It is based on simulacrum
- cross (stool) which no longer embraces a broad semantic field, i.e. is
devoid of meaning.

Mention should also be made of Levan Vasadze- a pillar of
carnival space — a powerful simulacrum, a knight.

Zviad Dolidze,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University
Professor

INFLUENCE OF WESTERN ON THE GEORGIAN CINEMA

The most popular genre of the American cinema - Western
appeared in the film industry from the American literature and fine arts
and gained the boundless authority. In the short time it spread in the
world and had won fans in the many states. The cinematographers of
various countries also began to make the Westerns but they could not
overpower the American films and were defeated in the competition
with them. The stylistics and elements of the Western: riding, chase,
gunfight, final duel and so on were taken by the other film genres too.
In this case particularly the adventure film had received the profit, the
samples of what were made in the film studios of the many countries.

Certainly the stylistics and elements of the Western had come
in our, Georgian cinema too after establishing the Soviet regime
in Georgia when the systematic film industry was founded. In that
period the new trend — historical-revolutionary film had appeared in
the Soviet Cinema which was “blessed” as a film genre gradually.
The main target of it was to show the heroic actions of men during
the revolution and civil war to underline for the film goers their
selflessness for the highest ideals.

Since then in the Georgian film studies had appeared the tendency
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to name such films as the Georgian Westerns. It is wrong because
the Western as the film genre has its clearly demarcated norms and
canons, historical and geographical frames. Thus if the action of any
Georgian historical (or historical-revolutionary) film takes place in the
any part of Georgia (or of the old Soviet Union) it must not named as
a Western because at least the title of this genre indicates that it means
the American so-called “Wild West” with its cowboys, sheriffs and
Indians.

Maia Levanidze,

Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University
PhD in Art science

Associated professor

»EXPRESS INFORMATION- “90S” IN THE QUEST
FOR ANEW FORM

The 1990s is the transitional period in Georgian cinema: from
Soviet Union to independent Georgia. The period when the old state
structures are destroying and the ones are shaping only as ideas. The
sense of full freedom gained after the totalitarian regime, and... a
crisis. The creative, intellectual and material crisis which touched on
almost every branch of art, especially on cinematography.

Some works, giving the sense of desire to search for new
forms and style, have appeared in this complicated and creatively
heterogeneous environment,. They include “Express-information” by
Eldar Shengelaia. By its eclectic narrative style, it reiterates the signs
of postmodern cinematography already existed in the West, but not
the ideological ones .

The topic aims to analyze the key tendencies of the Georgian
cinema of 1990s, as a background sharply expressing the inspiration
of the Georgian cinema to embrace and emphasize the thematic
and form searchings beginning in “Express-information” by Eldar
Shengelaia, to draw parallels with postmodernism: search for common
and distinctive signs.
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Lela Ochiauri,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University
Professor, PhD, Art Criticism

GEORGIAN CINEMA BEFORE AND AFTER
IRON CURTAIN

Likeinothercinematographiccountriesoftheworld, First Georgian
cinematographers were camera operators and documentarians. They
were courageous and talented people, who had to wear a track for
the first time, where there were no roads. Like their French, German,
English, Swedish, and American colleagues, they discovered a realm
lighted with a magic lantern, unconditionally accepted the laws
of the realm, and adjusted their own thoughts, opinions, mindsets,
styles, forms, and methods to them. They created their own era and
managed to reflect time in their own words. They added new streams
to centuries-old traditional fields of art in Georgia from first stories to
full-fledged documentaries and feature films and from cinematograph
to the cinema art.

Of course, historic circumstances as well as historic stages and
their manifestations had their impact on the formation of Georgian
national culture. The countries (of Europe, Asia, Middles East, Far
East, and others) Georgia has had relations with voluntarily or
involuntarily have had a significant impact on the lifestyle of Georgian
society and the formation of Georgian culture. In many spheres, they
facilitated development and improvements, giving us a lot (innovations
being organically transformed based on centuries-old rich traditions,
philosophy, internal culture, and genetic code) and taking a lot from
us, too.

Georgia was part of the Russian Empire from the 18th century.
As Russia itself was nourished with European culture, Europe entered
Georgia first and foremost via Russia (in both the direct and indirect
sense).

In 1918, Georgia was liberated from the vassalage of Russia
following the 1917 Revolution. Independence Act was signed on 26
May with the help of Germany. The process of building an independent
state and unification with the European-American area started.
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Georgia had remained independent for centuries, but was deprived
of it a century earlier. Like any other country, the loss of independence
also deprived it of the opportunity to build statehood and establish
equal relations with the rest of the world. However, independence
proved to be quite realistic and Georgia found itself in the centre of
the attention and interests of the world.

However, history took the same turn in 1921 and Bolshevik
Russia carried out the annexation of Georgia, which was followed by
the establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat as well as the
elimination of the aristocracy and intelligentsia, dissidents and people,
who did not accept the regime, the Communist ideology, censorship,
Bolshevik and Communist propaganda, and the restriction of personal
and creative freedoms.

The political life in Georgia underwent a sharp change once again
in 1991. A “new order” was established in the country. Old fortresses
were demolished and old heroes were replaced by new ones. New
ideals were introduced and the time came to invent new myths.

There are no common templates, trends, and harmonious systems
in 21st-century Georgian cinema as well as in world cinema. It is
the time of individual creative endeavours and open and transparent
actions. All doors are open and there are no problems in interacting
with other realms. It is not at all difficult to familiarise with new films
and other cultural innovations. Correspondingly, the influence of
foreign art on Georgian art is rapidly increasing.

Ketevan Trapaidze,
Shota Rustaveli Theater And Film Georgia State University
Associated professor, The Doctor of Arts

MUCH MORE

During the centuries a mutual influence organically took place
in some fields without any coercion, so creation of this or that artist
influenced well on creativity of another country. It activated its
imagination, stimulated its creative fantasy and this isn’t a blind
mechanical imitation, coping from original. Similar culture dialogue
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didn’t rarely lead artist to the creation of original work. In this regard,
cinematography isn’t an exception. In the work, the talk is about
making the Georgian version of foreign Literature work about the
transformation and adaptation on its national ground. At such a time,
a story, plot, conflict of original source remain in a new version;

The basic features of acting characters; though they are Georgians
now instead of Russians, Italians or Czechs. For the illustration of
above-mentioned, author talks about three short films in the work,
which were shot in 60-70 of XX century in the studio of Georgian
Tele-films created with the State Committee of Georgian television
and radio broadcasting. Later it was called Georgian “tele-film”.
Unfortunately it was abolished at the beginning years of XXI century
(2005). These films are: “Serenada” (Director — Karrtlos Khotivari.
1968), “Pitcher” (Director- Irakli Kvirikadze. 1970) and “Record”
(Director — Guram Pataraia. 1973). The first was shot according to
the novel of Russian writer Mikhail Zoshchenko (stage author: Revaz
Gabriadze and Kartlos Khotivari); the second one is based on the novel
of Italian writer Luigi Pirandello ( script writer — Revaz Gabriadze)
Third is the Georgian adaptation of the novel of Czech writer Karel
Capek (scriptwriters: Guram Pataraia and Amiran Chichinadze)

In all three cases, by the means of culture dialogue there were
created the works of distinguished with irrefutable features, rich with
screen heroes, convincing with sharply characteristic heroes, sealed
with national coloring, original and exceptional ones. Russian, Italian
or Czech stories were being organically, naturally carried out on the
Georgian ground; at the same time it gained characteristic features of
our country or people living in it. Three works are the example how
the original works were created as a result of creativity push.
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Giorgi Ugrelidze,

Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University,
PhD student of cinema and television faculty,

Supervisors: Davit Janelidze, Lela Ochiauri

SCREEN ARTS DEVELOPMENT
ORIGINALITY IN THE SOVIET GEORGIA’S POLITICAL
ENVIRONMENT
(60-70 years of XX century)

XX century was complicated century in Georgian history.
Georgian Sovereign, democratic republic existed only for three years
after gaining an independent form Russian empire.

After Sovietization the Georgia of lost independent appeared in
the joined Soviet Union. When disintegration Soviet Union became
free country.

Because of the problems such as violation of the territorial
Integrity, Dissolution of the economy and lots of social problems,
Georgian History has become the most difficult stage for the last ten
years .

Existing political evrironment was directly impact on development
of Georgian Art of XX century. The Soviet pollitical elite differently
perceived foreign factors during seven decades. According to the
friendly or hostile relationships with foreign states there was being
changed the attitude towards different cultures.

After World War |1 access to the “Iron Curtain” dialogue with
other cultures was Limited. After the collapse of Soviet Union
situation was changed.

From time to time, the artists of expressing protests used to appear
in the bosom of Soviet Art. Many talented artistes left the Georgia
because of existing censor.

Between Soviet Union and socialist camps was close
communication. According to the foreign writers there are examples
of creating the films in Georgian Film and Television Art. In Georgian
movie industry existed foreign writer’s works became idea of film.

To create strong contact between Arts and culture the best way are
festivals. Georgians directors were successful in West Europe.

The joint Soviet and West European film projects were rarely
being organized during the existence of the Soviet Union.
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Teo Khatiashvili,
Ilia State University
Professor

PHARAJANOV’S KITSCH - REPETITION
OF TRADITIONS AS NOVATION

Kitsch — origin of a term and its social and aesthetic meaning - a
tasteless anti-art, related to new class of, who wants to establish
its place in the new (industrial age) social hierarchy;

Rethinking category of Kitsch — the way from simple imitation
(of Academic Art) to repeat. When and how does Kitsch — anti-
art become art? “...When the de-mythified object becomes re-
mythifield — “hyper-kitsch” — and then becomes avant-garde”.
Pharajanov’s thematic repetitions - to make banal the fundamental
and exciting motives (love, bravery, selflessness ...) of traditional
literature. He prefers joy and sentiments rather euphoria, sorrow,
feelings of helplessness - characteristic of the modernist era;

The cult of beauty - a major determinant of Pharajanov’s Kitsch.
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Tinatin Berdzenishuvili,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University,
PhD Student

MASS CULTURE - AGENDA SETTER

Culture as a Political Instrument

It is important to discuss Mass Culture as a political weapon in

formation of human’s general development and civic position, as
it contains most important ideas for modern information society.
Problems of Mass Culture in the modern sense

Over the last 50 years the society observes and is the participant of

transformation of Informational Technologies that also causes
some media convergence. Media outlets, Telecommunication
Networks and generally symbiotic development of electronic
relations lead to the transformation of media systems and
expansion the ways of communication.

Agenda Setting

Agenda setting as defined in Mass Media and Mass Culture is the

process whereby the mass media determines what to think and
worry about. The impact of the mass media - the ability to effect
cognitive change among individuals, has been labeled the agenda-
setting function of mass communication. This may be the most
important effect of mass communication, its ability to mentally
order and organize our world for us. In short, the mass media
may not be successful in telling us what to think, but they are
stunningly successful in telling us what to think about.

Cultural Revolution

The main goal of the Bolsheviks after coming to power was to spread

their ideology and implement the mass “conversion” of the
society. That was the reason of starting the “cultural revolution”
after the state revolution. V.I Lenin introduced the program of
the “Cultural revolution” immediately after the October Socialist
Revolution. The Cultural Revolution was considering the study
of true democracy under the leadership of the party, introduction
of new management system in all the areas of society, the new
discipline of work, life-style, and the new morality.

¢ Culture and Media — Georgian examples of XX century
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The media and the materials created by the journalists were totally
controlled by the government in the Soviet Union. After the
October Revolution the main aim of the Bolsheviks became the
management of public discourse, which in turn was required to
establish new symbols, rituals and images.

In the 70s the program “Moambe” by Georgian State Television was
broadcasting a rubric about the history of cultural monuments
and their conditions. Despite the Soviet directives — about the
restrictions of broadcasting the religious issues, the editorial
board was trying maximally to provide the information of the
orthodox monuments, which was putting a permanent danger to
the “reputation” of the program. Soon the rubric was closed by the
“unknown” reasons.

Giorgi Gvishiani,

Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University,
PhD Student

Supervisor: Giorgi Chartolani

FIRST GEORGIAN “SOAP”

1. The history of the first Georgian TV series.

In 1994 on April 24th, exactly on Palm Sunday, through Georgian
central television director Avtandil VVarsimashvili presented what
captions said was “A fictional film with multiple episodes” “A
house in an old district”.

2. Authors and executors

The part of Georgia which had electricity watched till the end the
selfless battle of the characters of students of the second course
of theatrical university Gogola Kalandadze and Giorgi Migeladze
- Salome and Gio with followers of Satanism - Jhora (Guram
Sagharadze), Tamila (Leila Dzigrashvili) and their myrmidon
Vakhushti (Murman Jinoria).

3. The original scenario or plagiarism?

First 15 episodes of the first Georgian TV series was based on a
psycological thriller “Rosemary’s baby” filmed in 1968 by
director Roman Polanski. Despite the fact that “A house in an old
district” could not even get close to artistic and esthetic values of
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Academy Award-winning movie, on expense of making scenario
more Georgian and “copying” dramarturgical laying as well as
possible the fisrt Georgian TV series managed to interest the
audience.

4. The attitude of the society and professional criticism.

all those shortcomings that the first Georgian TV series had were not
unnoticed by Georgian film lovers and film critics. Their anger
was mainly caused by the fact that at first “A house in an old
district” was presented to the audience as original Georgian TV
series and the names of Levin and especially Polanski were not
mentioned in its captions.

5. A Georgian “soap” left without dilemma.

Despite a big desire of Avtandil VVarsemashvili “A house in an old
district” did not manage to become hymn of love, as artificially
added themes and characters were not accepted well by scenario
of Levin, which was not about wrangling of good and bad.

Nana Dolidze,

Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University,
Associated Professor

of Media and Mass Communication

IS THE SOVIET AUDIOVISUAL HERITAGE PART OF THE
COUNTRY’S CULTURAL HERITAGE?

Georgian Audio-visual culture created in Soviet art took an
important place. This uniqueness was defined not only by its loyalty
to social realism but also by its National identity, though there was
other, opposite, sharply idealized Soviet propaganda, expressing the
spirit of the time. After the collapse of the Soviet Union audiovisual
heritage created by union republics became the property of the Russian
Federation. The heritage was monopolized by Russian Federation and
available property was announced as a museum exhibit. Returning
of the audio-visual heritage back home, recognizing it as a national
heritage, saving it and introducing to the new generation became an
acute technical and legal dilemma in the modern digital era. Soviet
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legislation and copyright ownership is incompatible with modern
European standards.

The member states of The European Council, the European
Union representatives and other states participating in European
Cultural Convention signed the European Convention for the
Protection of Audiovisual Heritage, On 8 November 2001. Georgia
joined in 2010. (Ratified on January 1, 2011) The convention clearly
defines the necessary measures to be taken for the protection of the
state’s audiovisual heritage and wide availability of the heritage for
educational and scientific purposes. The convention also includes
recommendations about audiovisual heritage preservation, protection,
public access to the technical and financial resources, copyright and
related rights and recommendations about the works required for the
deposition, special measures, promotion of voluntary deposit and
other. However, in order to protect the heritage, primarily it should be
accepted as a heritage! But how is it possible to admit a screen work
of art as a cultural heritage monument? What criteria and regulations
should be applied to the Soviet heritage to carry out its protection,
maintenance and for passing it to the future generations?

Problems existed in Soviet audio-visual heritage field, which
is considered to be acute includes several essential subjects. Each
multilayered and unresolved problem puts our cultural heritage in a
deadlock. Today its name as a heritage is only the desire of placing it
in cultural history and not the legal status. Because of the importance
of the issue it is very important to pay attention to several aspects:
What are the criteria to determine the status of the Soviet visual art?
How to assign a heritage status? How to protect and preserve it? How
and what to pass to the future generations? Is the Soviet heritage the
part of the country’s cultural heritage or the part of the culture which
established and maintained its values during developing society that
should be passed to the future generations?
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Vaja Zubashvili,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University,
Associate Professor, PhD in Audio-Visual Arts

THE ARTEFACTS OF INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE IN
GEORGIA’'S TV BROADCASTING IN
60S-70S OF THE 20TH CENTURY

Intercultural dialogue is the demand on interaction and a natural
process of mutual enrichment. The whole history of mankind is
a dialogue, the objective inevitability of cultures’ development.
The interactions in this dialogue take different forms in different
periods of time. In the contemporary informational society the
problem of interrelations between civilizations is of particular
importance.

The basis of the XX century’s Soviet ideology was an attempt
to bring people close and create united Soviet people and this
attempts was at some point partially successfully accomplished.
The best way to bring Soviet people together and to have cultural
dialogue with the outer world was TV broadcasting, developing of
which was under Soviet government’s active attention by the end
of 1950s. The intercultural dialog moved to the TV screens and the
major actors in this process were Literature and arts. Before the
appearance of contemporary satellite systems for video recording
and teletransmitting, the TV of that period, working on live, short
distance broadcasting, faced the necessity of archiving, repeating
and exchanging internationally the TV programs. The technology
of recording TV image from TV screen to film was worked out.
TV programs made using this technology (although not lot of
them) are archived in the film fund of Georgia’s TV Broadcaster.
Considerable part of such programs depict the intercultural
dialogue across the “Iron Curtain”. The film materials from 1966 to
1973 mainly depict Georgian culture in the prism of other cultures,
promote and develop those forms and ideas which would make
Georgian culture popular and understandable abroad, shows the
visits of European, American (Arthur Miller, Heinrich Boell, Jean
Vilar, etc) and Soviet famous writers, directors, actors/actresses,
singers on Georgia’s TV broadcasting, depicts Georgian Theatre
and Music abroad and etc.
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George Chartolani,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University,
Professor of Media and Mass Communication

THE BASIC TENDENCIES, OF THE POST SOVIET TV
MEDIA NEWS MAKING SYSTEM, TURNING INTO
WESTERN MODEL OF PRODUCTION

*  The structure of the news making in soviet television bas based
on the ideology and soviet propaganda technology. The anchor of
the news was announcer, who was responsible just to read the text
fluently. Leading texts were written by the editors of the editorial
of propaganda and information. Editors themselves were the main
censors of the broadcaster.

*  The information services of the soviet televisions were abrogating
all standards of the journalism. One of the bright and blazoned
examples was the attempt of the central television’s news service
“VREMIA”, to hide the fact of explosion on the Chernobyl atomic
station.

* The essential ideological line of the soviet televisions news programs,
was to criticize the capitalist system. It was made by the so called
political reviewers, but in real they were the representatives of the
security services.

* Reporter is the central figure of the news service, but this position
was totally neglected on the news programs of the soviet
televisions, because the communist ideology does not approves
making some reports from the field on open air; information must
be ideologically recycled by the censors.

» After the crushing of the soviet system, the technology of the
production of the news radically changed. There changed its form
as well as the content. While predicting new model, the special
role relied on the European and US experience. There were
western trainers who banked new stuff for the new news service.

* The anchors of the news instead of the announcers became journalists.
The western model inculcated the main figure in the news program
— reporter.

* [t was very important and was very complicated to made audience
focus on the news. It was necessary to make watching news a
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habit for the audience, because after the soviet news, audience
lost faith. Considering such a reality, in the first, the form and the
rhythm of the news program was aggressive an assault. It reflects
on the design of the studio, promotions, announces, rhythm, style
and talk of the anchors.

* Censor-editors were changed by the producers, who were responsible
not only on the content of the text, but on the all production of the
news.

* Turning into western model of the news making dad it’s as positive
as well as negative sides. The conciliated televisions after some
period, afresh, and again begun making propaganda and in some
frequent cases became the weapon of some political powers.

Revaz Tchitchinadze,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University,
Associative professor

THE FIRST WAVE OF MEDIA FREEDOM

» The falling of the Soviet empire has changed the style of
broadcasting. TV became uncontrolled in all directions. At the end
of XX century, the people of the newly independent state deeply
transformed with the help of cinema and broadcasting media.

» In addition to active political life — the door of the broadcasting
media was open for the foreign, production such as movies, TV
series, music videos, etc. While when the Western civilized world
was discussing about the problems of violence in the broadcasting
media, there were talks about various kinds of prohibitions on the
introduction, saying that violence issues is the most widespread
social problem in the twentieth century, at once Georgian society
was offered to see all kinds of production without any limitation.

*  Human behavior is influenced by media products (movies, TV
programs, music videos, etc.), showing the sex scenes. Most of the
researchers working on the issue come to the conclusion that sexual
crime and unlimited offering of sexual violence media product,
has close connection. Media products such as news, educational
or even entertainment may cause fear and anxiety in the audience.
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Information about some accidents, natural disasters, etc. in some
cases may cause some panic and fear between audiences. Reason
of some fear may also become some movie.

»  This and many other types of media products, such as advertising,
political or non-political media campaign, etc., at once invaded
the Georgian society. The fact that this type of media products
was offered to the public at once, such a videos audience saw
first time on television, gives us a reason to believe that they have
much bigger emotional stress than western society, who were
disturbed by the media “harmful influence”, because at the same
time people had the euphoria, while moving from one political
system to another.

386



ART STUDIES

387



Irine Abesadze,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University
Professor

GEORGIAN ILLUSTRATOR OF UKRAINIAN MAGAZINE -
SHALVA DZNELADZE

Georgian-Ukrainian relations in the field of painting starts from
19th century, when in Art Academy of Petersburg, two students
with similar fate, Georgian Grigol Maisuradze and Ukrainian Taras
Shevchenko appeared beside each other on the lecture of famous
painter Karl Bryullov. As it is well known, Ukrainian poet and painter
Taras Shevchenko escaped from Engelgardt captivity thanks to his
special talent in painting. Similarly, first professional Georgian painter,
due to his natural talent was freed from Servitude by his lord, famous
Georgian poet Aleksandre Chavchavadze. Mentioned similarities of
their life experiences made both starter painters friends.

In 20th century (1913-1914) the ways of Georgian and Ukrainian
painters cross each other one more time, when Georgian painter
Shalva Dzneladze visits Kiev for getting professional painters
education. After successfully passing exams, he was enrolled in Arts
schools of kiev, which was founded on the base of Imperial Academy
of Arts of Petersburg. The direct supervisor of Shalva Dzneladze
was Ukrainian painter Theodor Kritchevsky, who was educated as
painter in Vienna by Gustav Klimt and also prior to this, similarly
to Gigo Gabashvili, was getting education in Petersburg by famous
battalist-painter Franc Rubo. Thanks to his innovative character
and gained authority among other painters, in 1914 Kritchevsky was
appointed as Head of mentioned Arts schools of Kiev. Kritchevky
appreciated talent of Georgian youngster and recommended to heads
of Russian-language arts magazine of Kiev “Onoxa” (“The Era” 1915,
Ne 9) to print reproductions of second grader Shalva Dzneladze’s
paintings on the pages of their magazine. On the cover of the
magazine is printed graphic composition of Shalva Dzneladze “In the
Mountains of Caucasus”. Mentioned composition is one more time
printed in the inner pages of the magazine along with his two other
graphic compositions: “The Leap” and “The Battle on the front of
Caucasus”.
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In another arts publication of Kiev, magazine ,)Kusup u
Uckycero® (“Life and Art”1914, Ne 3-4), we meet information
about successful student of Arts School of Kiev, Georgian Shalva
Dzneladze. Although, Journalist has misspelled his name, but his art
was appreciated.

Liana Antelava,
Apollon Kutateladze Thilisi State Academy of Art
Professor

VITALISM AND COSMOLOGY IN THE PAINTINGS OF
MERAB ABRAMISHVILI

The universe of Merab Abramishvili is, at first glance, reflective of
the wholeness: it is stylistically homogenous in terms of the form, and
transcendental in terms of his Weltanschauung. His objects, depicted
from afar, create the effect of the cosmic view where from the life is
undoubtably transcendental, unifying the opposites.

This non-dichotomous depiction, the unified vision of seemingly
non-reconcilable opposites seems to be the artists conscious choice.
While generally such an internal feeling of harmony is considered
psychologically unattainable in the contemporary arts, this makes
the Weltanschauung behind Abramishvili’s cosmology extremely
interesting.

Abramishvili’s cosmology — his depiction of the relationship
between the one and the many as an indivisible wholeness — can,
for the purposes of analysis, be divided into the groups of objects
in his paintings. These are the groups of birds and animals, plants,
humans, and angels. The group of humans can be further subdivided
into the subgroups of religious, historical, and female portraits. The
“new vitalism” — defined by Xavier Bichat as “the set of functions
that resist death” — is manifested in Abramishvili’s paintings of
plants, humans, and angels where he strives to rethink, redefine and
transform the dominant religious semantics. Therefore his works
are reflective of a new paradigm. And the visual concepts that he
employs for demonstrating it are also innovative in form. They
change between being purely visual, visual-decorative, and symbolic.
If then Abramishvili is to be necessarily related to any broader artistic
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movement his form of expression can only raise a rough resemblance
with transavantgarde and even more broadly - postmodern
intertextuality, whereas the meaning behind is that of the permanent
search for the eternal truth.

Nato Gengiuri,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University
Professor

“COLOURED” ARCHITECTURE IN THE SOVIET UNION

Architecture of 1960-70ies brings novelty and relative freedom
to by-then Soviet Georgia. Heaviness and solemnity of “Soviet
Empire” style constructions were replaced with buildings full of light
and ease. The “new architectural wave” is represented by the Sports
Palace, Hotel “Iveria”, Philarmonic Hall, Road Construction Ministry
(currently Head Office of the Bank of Georgia). After a little, coloured
mosaic enters the Georgian architecture, having a solid artistic impact
on a number of architectural compositions. Mosaic was quickly
mastered in the Soviet architecture (e.g. Stalinist period metro stations
in Moscow), and in 1970ies, mosaic almost became mandatory for the
new constructions. It was observable everywhere: apartment blocks,
pavilions, factories, kindergartens as well as walls of other public
facilities. The majority of the mosaic is of a low quality and fail to
reflect appropriate artistic level.

However, there are a number of distinguished pieces of work of
a high artistic value, created within the Georgian art as a result of
creative cooperation between the talented architects and the painters —
among them Batumi café “Phantasy”, bus stop pavilions in Abkhazia,
seaside resorts with parks and fountains and other art compositions.
Their study and comparative analysis with contemporary Soviet and
international architecture proves their peculiar artistic nature. These
constructions are works of art full of creativity, professionalism,
phantasy and knowledge of subject matter, thus representing important
cultural heritage of Georgian architecture of Soviet times.
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Ana Kldiasvili,
Apollon Kutateladze Thilisi State Academy of Art
Professor

ART HISTORICAL METHODS -
FROM THE STANDPOINT OF THE CONTEMPORARY
INTERPRETATION OF AN ART-WORK
(The Marina Abramovi¢ Version of Feminism?!)

The two main topics of the presentation:

1. How effective are the so-called “traditional art historical methods”
(form analysis, iconography, iconology) for researching
contemporary art? To answer this question we have chosen a
performance piece by Marina Abramovi¢: The Artist is Present.
Our review of the piece suggests, that the idea of the work is
revealed first through form analysis and then within the context of
feminism, providing a considerable base for interpretation.

2. How does this performance piece fit into the general conception of
feminism? From the standpoint of the feminist critique - namely
the subject-object dichotomy - the research of this performance
revealed that Marina Abramovi¢ is showing “her own path” of
“releasing” the woman from the status of a manipulated object
within the bounds of contemporary “phallocentric” culture -
“returning” her to her own nature.

Lali Osepashvili,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University,
Assistant Professor

MEMORIES OF PAINTING KASHVETI CHURCH
BY LADO GUDIASHVILI

As it is known, the famous Georgian artist Lado Gudiashvili
painted Kashveti Church in 1946-47. This period was distinguished
for church painting, as the repressions of 1937 had passed and no
one would be labeled as the enemy of the people. As contemporaries
remember the Catholicos-patriarch Kalistrate Tsintsadze instructed
the artist to paint the church sanctuary (altar); He had worked for
nine months. As Erasti Vachnadze recalled, there was the intention
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to invite an artist from Paris, but soon after opening the Church (in
1912), the war started, then it was followed by revolution and the
intention remained unrealized.

According to the contemporaries of the artist, he immersed in
painting the church with great diligence. He used old recipes of herbal
dyes. He applied the most complex encaustic technology with hot,
boiling paints. Without sparing himself, he had been standing on the
scaffolds beneath the high arch (27.7meters) during days and nights.

L. Gudiashvili made numerous sketches, each of which is a real
art. As E. Vachnadze recalls, primarily he started to paint the sketches
of the altar and then intended to paint the temple with the episodes
of the Georgian churches completely. However, in order to find out
what style of frescoes His Holiness would like, there was arranged
an exhibition of the samples; Ivane Javakhishvili organized it in the
halls of the Georgian museum. His Holiness liked the Last Supper of
Akhtala, which gave the artist a certain orientation.

Two painters - Shalva Abramishvili and Arsene Pochkhua helped
Lado in the process of painting. Virgin’s face, which is holding the
infant Jesus and is surrounded by the vines and fluttering Angels,
represents the generalized face of the Georgian women. As for
the prototype of Begotten Son of God, Bidzina Avalishvili - Lado
Gudiashvili’s beloved disciple and in the future, the public artist of
Georgia, is painted in the Last Supper. Lado Gudiashvili showed the
head of the Georgian church - Kalistrate Tsintsadze in the face of
the Apostle, who is taking the bread from the Jesus, and the Bishop
Dimitri Lazarishvili as the second Apostle.

The government of that time did not allow the artist to finish
painting the Kashveti church; According to the honored journalist of
Georgia Levan Dolidze the persecution of the artist has been started.

The committee of security accused him of betrayal the Soviet
ideology and love of God based on the anonymous letters and as for
the Patriarchate and the parish they accused him for the lack of faith
and the blaspheme of God. The faces of the saint were earthy. He was
forced to interrupt painting. He was expelled from the Communist
Party and banned from pedagogical activities (M. Matsaberidze).

Later, on May 14, 1957 Lado Gudiashvili’s exhibition was open,
which had not been closed for several months. The success exceeded
all expectations.
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Natia Tsulukidze,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University,
PhD, Invited lecturer

SUBLIME ESCAPE OF THE REVERSED ODYSSEUS

“Reality” constantly waylays the artist to prevent his flight. Much
cunning is needed to effect the sublime escape. A reversed Odysseus,
he must free himself from his daily Penelope and sail through reefs
and rocks to Circe’s Faery.”1!

Our recent history knows quite a few artistic escapes that created
masterpieces as a byproduct. Georgian movie industry of Soviet
times is a good example. The system provided it with green-house
conditions: generous funding, recognition and fame, and access to
abundant resources. In exchange, Soviet system placed restrictions
on the artistic freedom by regulating content, form and expression
of every film made in the Soviet movie industry. So artistic escape
became inevitable and almost a norm but also so masterful that the
system accepted it as compliant with their standards - Soviet apparatus
was simply deceived.

This unconscious Soviet benevolence towards Georgian movie
industry is as well-known as its conscious destructiveness towards
Georgian visual art. Portraits of Soviet leaders, members of Communist
Party, farmers, young Pioneers, proudly representing Vladimir Lenin
All-Union Pioneer Organization are somber reminders of the harmful
Soviet influence. However, in this case too ‘reversed Odysseus’
manage to ‘effect the sublime escape’. More specifically, Soviet
System should be credited with facilitating the creation of one of the
most important trends in photography - photoconceptualism. The first
photoconceptualist Duane Michals took his first photos in Moscow.
Later he said it was the pivotal moment when he knew he wanted to
be a photographer. Another photoconceptualist Barbara Kruger still
experiences the influence of great Soviet photographer Alexander
Rodchenko and continues a visual dialogue with him even a century
later. First Georgian photoconceptualist Boris Shaverdian escapes
from everything and everybody, locks himself in the boundaries of his

L Oprera-u-rfaccet X; JerymaHusauma nckyccrsa; Mocksa; 1991; 33 9
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own personality and does not mind “constantly waylaying ‘Reality’.
He does not even know anything about Duane Michals, simply ignores
the Soviet reality. On the other hand, a contemporary Georgian
Photoconceptualist Guram Tsibakhashvili acknowledges and even
gets interested in the Soviet legacy. Subjects of his visual dialogues
frequently is Lenin, Stalin, ordinary Soviet man, Soviet symbols, and
are depicted as absurd, false values.

How did Soviet System made artists travel beyond the reality,
create an alternative reality, and speak through the boundaries of time
and space? It could have been the iron curtain, draped over freedom
and fundamental human values, a clear indication that a reality was
not real. It could have been a massive psychosis, which forced some
questionable ideals onto the people of 15 republics brought under the
Soviet block. It could have been just few exceptions that stood out
simply by virtue of being a sharp contrast in the mass of sameness.
The fact still is that Soviet system created a need and wish to “speak’
in metaphorical language. It was precisely this desire that led
photoconceptualists to throw all artistic principles of photography to
the winds and create new dualistic, conceptual reality depicting what
‘might have been here” instead of what * has been here”!

! Roland Barthes; Camera Lucida, Reflections on Photography; p.77
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MUSIC STUDIES
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Marina Kavtaradze,

PHD, Full Professor

Head of Music History Department of V. Sarajishvili Thilisi State
Conservatoire

MUSIC BY GIA KANCHELI IN THE ASPECT OF
CULTURAL DIALOGUE

GiaKancheli’scomposer’sstyle is distinguished for its outstanding
individuality, which on its turn has valuable solid worldview
landmarks. The author always strived to form his own author’s style,
“through his own understanding of musical time and musical space”.

At the same time, Kancheli is often reproached for his
“eclecticism”, as his music is inter-textual and multi-layer “telling us”
about the dialogue of cultures of different epochs.

Kancheli’s thematic invention is extremely simple, with clearly
seen trendy idioms from different epochs and different cult, folklore
and modern pop music, including his own plots from cinema and
theatre music. In addition, he only outlines their contours. This is the
how the thematic kaleidoscope is created in his works incorporating
the whole of the European culture space starting from the medieval
centuries through present.

The topic of the report is initiated by the fact that Gia Kancheli’s
musical esthetics echoes with post-modernism philosophy, which,
first of all, means the pluralism of languages and views. We must
understand the composer’s text as a system of signs carrying mental
information. Consequently, imaging the text as a system of signs is
important, as signs allow us to grasp the deep sense of Kancheli’s
music.
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Gvantsa Ghvinjilia,
V. Sarajishvili Thilisi State Conservatoire, Associate Professor,
Doctor of Arts

THE THIRD STAGING OF OTAR TAKTAKISHVILI’S
“MINDIA” - AGEORGIAN-GERMAN TANDEM

The Opera “Mindia” is a brilliant example how to overcome the
Soviet cultural isolation. To a great extent, this became possible under
the policy of so called softening of the Soviet regime in 60s, when
there has been shaped the political and economic crisis of so called era
of stagnation as well as the necessity of transformation. That’s why the
opera, apart from being relied upon the intonation roots of folklore and
Paliashvili’s opera traditions, shares also some of the achievements of
the European classical music as well as those of the modern music.
There are many codes of the national cognition encoded in the music
of Taktakishvili, yet it is not difficult to see certain similarities with
certain separate principles of the antique drama, too; there can be
conceived the wish to make parallels with the creative searches of
Borodin, Strauss, Debussy, Stravinsky, Schoenberg, Shostakovich, as
assimilation of the experience of European composers can be revealed
from various angles and to various extents. Obviously, to rely upon
Vazha Pshavela’s poetry, implying the characteristic cosmopolitan
mentality of the latter, as well as his set of problems oriented towards
the mankind in general and having eternal values, constitutes the
guarantor that the narrow national isolation will be overcome. At
the same time, the main fable of the opera is full of anti-totalitarian
motifs.

The object of research of the article is the third staging of the opera
“Mindia” at the stage of Thilisi Opera and Ballet Theatre in 20086,
which represents a significant tandem of the Georgian creative forces
and modern German directing. During the short time available for the
staging, obviously, Georg Rootering, the German staging director,
wouldn’t be able to get the complete grasp of Vazha Pshavela’s
genial universe, that would enable him to better observe the strongest
aspects of the Georgian spirituality. Thus, the director possessing
great experience of scenic realization of myths has approached this
opera as a private national case of realization of mythology on the
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stage. Rootering has perceived the plot of this myth as a bold example
of demolition of the regime from the inside by the Soviet composer.
Rootering wanted to show how the Georgian composer was able to
resound Vazha Pshavela’s ideas in music with such a sublime artistic
manner. The quantitative and functional load of the opera choruses
gave the complete carte blanche to the director to show the principle
of presumable double coding in the piece of art. Masked under the
background of the mythological plot and Vazha Pshavela’s genial
poem, we deal here with the idea of conflict of a person and the
society under the Soviet regime, which used to level down the wills
of individuals, and turned private people into blind tools by means of
which collective decisions would be implemented.
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