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Tamar Bokuchava,
PhD,
Shota Rustaveli Theater and Film Georgian State University

“TWO SHAKESPEARES ON THE GEORGIAN STAGE -
DAVID DOIASHVILI’S “AMIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM”
AND LEVAN TSULADZE’S “AS YOU LIKE IT”

The article concerns the stage interpretation of Shakespearean
plays on Georgian Stage, “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” and “As
You like It” in particular. Works of two contemporary directors - David
DoiaSvili and Levan Tsuladze are analyzed. The author underlines and
discusses the strategies of Shakespeare texts interpretation in the light
of modern attitudes and approaches. She discovers the differences
and similarities between these two absolutely opposite performances.
The general feature what unites them is the meta-theatrical reflections
and mood of both interpretations. “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”
is presented as a performance with emphasize on power - sexuality
relationships and symbolism of desire. The meta-theatrical idea of
David Doiashvili is based on dream - theatre comparison.

Tsuladze’s “As you like it” crates absolutely different aesthetics
using the strategy of problems reduction through several staging
and interpretative methodologies. It could be called the “day light
performance” in contrary to “moonlight play” by Doiashvili.

Maia Goshadze,

PhD,

An associated professor at Shota Rustaveli Theater and Film
Georgian State University

POST-DRAMATIC THEATRE ELEMENT IN THE
GEORGIAN THEATRE

It’s more than the half century that the Western theatre - creativity
of world leading directors like (Tadeusz Kantor, Pina Bausch, Robert
Wilson, Jan Fabre and others’ work) are considered in the context of
post-dramatic development. One of the main feature of post-dramatic
theatre could be considered to release the text from the leading role,
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denial of drama, as only the basis of performance, replacement of
literary text with performance language, establishment of visual
dramaturgy and in some respects returning to the ritual forms of
previous dramatic existence. Re-evaluation of the leading role of the
text “equality” of verbal and non-verbal expressing means appeared
to be given impetus for expressing the process of the theatre art of
Synthetic theatre nature with a new potential. At the same time,
phenomenon of post-dramatic theatre is discussed in general Cultural
context and first of all by considering the current processes in prose,
breaking the laws of Literal composition, different structure of
text building, subjective attitude towards time and space and often
uncertainty of the plot hero.

If the based performance on drama means consecutive acting of a
certain history or story (with its beginning, the node joining, opening
and ending) then, post-drama theatre with the fragmentariness of
divided plot is characterized by performing action of the essence like
link including the structured and non-textual space performance.

Characteristic deconstruction or other elements of post-drama
theatre is being revealed since the bound of XIX-XX centuries in
the theory of bosom of symbolism of Maurice Maeterlinck’s silence
theatre and brutality theatre of Antonin Artaud, untold by words or
story and at the same time, striving for the aspiration of the essence of
visible and invisible.

Striving towards search of a new theatre forms in the staged
performances of the Georgian theatre (“Styx” of Rustaveli theatre,
“Strip” of Royal District theatre) for presenting the depth layers
beyond the apparent and obvious of consistently developing within
the boundaries of empirical time and space is being revealed in the
context of the tendencies characteristic for the post-drama scenic art.
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Nino Gunia-Kuznetsova

Theater center scenography teacher of Art and Sciences Faculty
at llya State University

Ph.D. student (art history studies) at Humanitarian, Social
Sciences, Business and Management Faculty, Shota Rustaveli
Theater and Film Georgian State University

MODERN TRENDS IN SCENOGRAPHY & CURATING
(BASED ON 2003, 2007, 2011 PRAGUE QUADRENNIALS)

e At2003,2007,2011 Quadrennialsinthe scenography of South
Europe and Latin America countries have emerged the domination of
linear and individual time, or tendency to the traditional narrative;
while the time recurrence or alternation modus of spiral form which is
typical both for the post-drama theater scenography and for that part
of intersectional performance of 2011 which is lacking the expressed
narrativeness and is oriented at the predominance of shape, is often
robotized and technocratic.

e  The performance provides development of the virtual space
as the parallel simultaneous action and “virtualization~ (the term by
Pierre Levy) phenomenon that is closely related to the action, and
by its essence has enforced the interference of temporal and spatial
principles creating the scenography.

e  The function of a curator in representation of the scenography
increases as in other arts, the treatment “artist-director~ has almost
lost its previous adequacy and along with restoration and development
of the so called artist’s theater has obtained another connotation.

e  Ontheoneside, the 2011 Quadrennial due to its typologically
different nature has revealed the trend of almost total assimilation of
director’s function by an artist, and on the other side, the curator in
the exposition uses the artist or several artists for realization of own
ideas and consequently, often attains the best result.
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Maka (Marine) Vasadze,
PhD, Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgian State
University

ROBERT STURUA’S GEORGIAN SHAKESPEARIAN IN
XXI CENTURY

Nowadays, the Georgian Theatre history is inconceivable without
Shakespeare’s dramaturgy. Shakespeare is known in Georgia since the
first half of nineteenth century and his popularity is directly connected
with the rising of the Georgian theatre culture.

At the same time, the classic play means to find in it the big
problems, what is impossible to not cause the passions in viewer
today. Shakespeare’s dramaturgy belongs to such number of classic
work, what director might line up to the modern problems, in
particular the talk is about Robert Sturua’s Georgian Shakespearian
of XXI century. Joyful but in some point of view, cynical “Situation
Comedy” “Twelfth Night or what you will “of Shakespeare staged
on Rustaveli theatre had become the tragic farce in XXI century by
the interpretation of Robert Sturua. Robert Sturua showed the plot to
viewer with the different perspective. Unification of different theatre
genre or direction in one play is characteristic for the directing language
of Robert Sturua. In this staging you can recognize all genre starting
from the middle century theatre: Liturgical drama, Miracle, Mystery,
Farce, Pastoral, Commedia dell’arte, Characteristic slapstick... Genre
intended eclecticism are bound as one whole in this play.

Characteristic Drama and Irony of Robert Sturua coexists side
by side in "Hamlet~ staged on Rustaveli Theater in 2002. Classic
and farce style of staging replace one another. Heroes of the play had
become the participants of tragic farce. There is no genre division
in "Hamlet~. Here we simultaneously perceive everything — tragedy,
psychological drama, farce, comedy and etc. In the play, each detail
is processed with mathematical accuracy as it is characteristic for the
theatre language of Robert Sturua. Each episode and stage is based
on truth, for what, as if the genre eclecticism is tied as one whole
composition.

314



Gubaz Megrelidze,
PhD

REFLECTION OF THE CURRENT POLITICAL EVENTS IN
THE MODERN STAGE

1. The Polish playwright Slawomir Mrozek’s play "Police~
perfectly responses to the current political processes in Georgia.
Therefore, Akhmeteli and Actors Theatre carried out this play almost
at the same time but with different style.

2. The play staged on Akhmeteli theatre is distinguished by
the sharp slapstick-sarcastic form, where are exaggerated the general
faces of presented heroes, who will think the viewer again about the
existing current dictatorial regime.

3. The same play staged in the Actors Theatre was staged
in a satirical way and it represents a specific political figures. Here
attention is paid to the show of tragedy under the conditions of existing
totalitarian regime.

4. Bothplaysresponse to the recent past of our political life, what
reminds us our country’s management by the previous government,
undemocratic regime and inhuman attitude towards people. That is
why the both plays calls the viewer for not to adopt alike forms of
governance in the future.

Manana Paitchadze,
The doctor of Philological Sciences

ARTHUR SCHNITZLER’S ONE ACT PLAY “MERRY-GO-
ROUND” (“REIGEN” OR “LA RONDE”)
For the first time on the Georgian Theatre stage 2008

The article deals with the most famous and scandalised One
Act Play by the outstanding Austrian writer of Young Vienna
Arthur Schnitzler (1862-1931) “Merry-go-round” (“Reigen” or “La
Ronde”, written 1897, published 1903). Schnitzler was branded as a
pornographer after the release of his play “Reigen”, in which ten pairs
of characters are shown before and after the sexual act, leading and
ending with a prostitute. The scenic history of the play, as well as
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several dramatic and movie adaptations of the play are reflected in
this article. Special accent is put on the semantic and psychological
singularities of the characters, there moral features. The play consists of
10 scenes or dialogues and 10 figures. The structure of the appearance
and acting looks like the following scheme:

A+B —- B+C — C+D — D+E — E+F —» F+G — G+H — H+l
— [+K — K+A.

It means, the circle is hermetically closed. The play is still a
symbol of modern drama.

The theatre director Levan Zuladze is known as an Adaptator of
European literature. He is the director of new style. It was he, who
made a scenic variation of the famous story by Schnitzler “Casanova’s
Homecoming” at the Thilisi Celery Theater. The premiére of the
“Merry-go-round” (“Reigen” or “La Ronde”) took place on the new
stage of the Marjanishvili Theatre on the 1% July 2008. Zuladze is
reading the literary score in a right way and from the right angle of
view, but his scenic concept is non-traditional and modern as well as
equal to the concept of the origin play.

Tamar Qutateladze,
PhD, An assistant professor of Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film
Georgia State University

THE CREATIVE STUDY OF THE ALTERNATIVE THEATRE
IN POST-SOVIET PERIOD

In this article there is study general panorama motion of the
alternative theaters in the Georgia. Here is noted that the emergence
of small theater in the tradition of Georgia were laid in 60-70 years.
This tradition were update, only after the post-Soviet period, it
became impossible after the civil war was. On 31 March 1997, on
the Rustaveli Avenue, in the building, where located established
“Sakinformi” (Information of Georgia) was basement “Basement
Theatre”(,,batrpsgzols mgséa”), in the same year, in 1997, showed
the first performance in the “Royal District Theatre”(,,ls3g0 360l
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ogeyo), and later opened a “Free Theater” (,,ms30baise0 00gs8G0)
(2000) .

It should be noted that this process began in 80 years of the XX
century, since the beginning of the collapse of the totalitarian regime,
in the study theatre of the named Dimitry Aleqsidze was staged-
Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett “Diary of Anne Frank” and D
. Kldiashvili’s “Stepmother of Samanishvili.” All the members of the
group by leading of Gizo Jordania were dwelt on the newly restored
small stage of the Rustaveli Theater called the “Minor theater” due to
the of social position and increasing popularity.

Research critical pathos and spirit continues in the beginning if
the XXIst century some popularity among the youth featured in the
Royal District theatre. In this paper explores this important theater
performances: L. Bughadze’s “ Nugzari and Mephistopheles “(directed
by G. Tavadze, 2004 ), Y. Mishima “My Friend Hitler” (directed by D.
Mgebrishvili , 2006 ),

S. Mrozek “Striptease” (directed by N. Tavadze, 2012) and A.
Strindberg “Froken Julie”(directed by D. Tavadze , 2012) .

This clearly demonstrated the performances of theater repertoires
policies and sharply reacted to the problem issues. The stage was being
set up with the financial mafia hostage revolutionaries face turned
adventurer, the tragic fate of intellectuals in the modern world and has
become a victim of wrong upbringing nihilist generation that was not
successful was the fastest and the values of the vast of breakage.

It should be noted that in the post-Soviet period, in contrast to the
alternative theaters of the 60-70 years small theater movement has
significantly contributed to the rapid, radical and successful reforms,
and the collapse of the Russian Empire at the beginning the “Minor
theater” of the Rustaveli theater became a small stage of the young
actress, other theaters co-lead a successful young actors and famous
grandmasters .
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Tamar Tsagareli
PhD, An associated professor at Shota Rustaveli Theatre and
Film Georgian State University

PROCESS OF GLOBALIZATION AND THEATRE ARTS

From the last decades of the XX™ century to up to date the overall
processes of integration already has a total character in all spheres of
human activity. In general the cosmic quickness of development of
technologies and especially information technologies has long been
torn the borders between different countries and civilizations. This
triumphal move of globalization on our planet is quite difficult process
full of resistances. Its ongoing process is far ahead of comprehensive
deliberation and assessing of possible positive and negative
consequences raised by this occurrence.

The essence of globalization supposedly means rapprochement
and mutual enrichment of different ethnic groups, communities,
governments and different civilizations, their harmonious co-existence
in the common calm world, which evidently is only welcomed. The
problem is that the ideal theoretical model of globalization so far quite
differs from its ongoing version in reality. The reality shows us that
instead of different cultures’ mutual enrichment with diversity it is
developing and settling the total unification, which might provoke
destruction and leveling of different national cultural values. Despite
the fact that under the idea of globalization it is considered dialogue
between different cultures, in reality on the current phase (at least for
now) we have received only a monologue. This in the first place and
mainly is expressed in dissemination and rooting of social conceptions
and cultural values, created to date by western civilization. Different
kind problems oblige us newly comprehend and define supposedly
already clear notions like for instance identity. Today the matter of
identity appears too many of us as the only main problem, which
concerns to the interests of every individual, community, different
governments, culture of nations and civilizations. There is a fear that
as a result of globalization the universe will be imposed with united,
faceless monotonous vulgar mass culture. The economic factor,
domination of market rules that promotes production of mass culture
and dissemination is named as its main reason. The cultural values
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became a product which must be sold a lot and most importantly
with the highest possible price and as it’s impossible to transform
real values of culture into the mass culture product, the circulation of
pseudo-cultural values has gained unprecedented coverage.

At the same time modern world still has all chances to preserve
the diversity of civilizations and cultures, where the special mission
belongs to traditional cultures of different nations. And exactly here,
the theatre art can play firmly defined role.

Giorgi Tkitishvili,
PhD, Professor
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgian State University

WAS IT WORTH?

The work is about some aspects of staged performances by two
well-known Georgian director (Robert Sturua and Temur Chkheidze)
in recent years. These are: Tamaz Chiladze’s “The Hunting season”
(Shota Rustaveli Theatre. 2011) and Jordi Galseranis “Gronholm
method” (Marjanishvili theatre. 2013). The author tries to present the
staging solution of both plays and their directing concept; through
which it becomes clear what the problems are talking about in both
work. According to the author, both performances concerns to the
urgent and pressing issues, which worries not only our society but
the whole modern Universe. In the first case (“The hunting season’)
it is composed beautiful, attractive tale. Myth, legend and reality,
truth, which doesn’t look like imaginary, illusionary world. Thus, in
the play decided in tragicomic phantasmagoria genre is shown how
reality relentlessly breaks trumped. How dramatically people perceive
everything.

The second performance (“Gronholm method”) focuses on how
humanity’s achievement vigorously turned to it contrary. Competition
for position emerged in the company became a real struggle. At this
time, people are uncompromisingly oppose to each other. All available
methods are in their arsenal; eligible and ineligible as well. Through
the promotion of above mentioned, director sharply reveals moral,
ethical problems and issues. He forces the viewer to ponder deeply
into the mind of performance.
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Author of the work tries to generalize the discussion to show us
that despite the passed evolution, progress during a centuries’ existence
of humanity, there are numerous acute, actual problem and challenge
again on the above mentioned example of two plays of directing
conceptual solution. Sometimes there is doubt, why the human as
a result of her own past analysis and research has still not learned
much; or maybe she couldn’t made a proper, adequate conclusions.
Then, what was all that, which she had gained with her hard work and
sacrifices?

Mariam Chincharauli,

PhD student of Thilisi lv. Javakhishvili State University
Faculty of Humanitarian Sciences

The head: Full professor of Thilisi State University of
Conservatoire,

M.Kavtaradze

Full professor. Thilisi lv. Javakhishvili State

University, N.Chikovani

THE RELATION OF MASS AND ELITE CULTURES IN 20™
AND 215T CENTURIES’ ART

The report discusses the relationship of mass and elite musical
cultures on the edge of 20" and 21 centuries in conditions of global
media culture and mass media development. As it is known media
culture takes an important part in 20" century art. Media culture is the
main means of circulating and passing the information. It has become
stronger in the postmodern epoch and is represented in larger scales.
Consequently, modern musical culture is one of the media featured
sphere of art. Music is in every sphere of person’s life, as musical
pieces are permanently heard on the radio, television, internet and
on different electronic means. Media character of modern culture,
technical feature of music, difficult interrelationship of musical texts
of various origin, gives music Multilanguage feature.

In our report the relation of mass and elite cultures is analyzed
from this point of view. In the mass music we mean the music, which
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is well-known and popular for the society and in the elite music we
mean classical academic music.

Postindustrial society, media and computer technologies rises
another important issue in the modern musical culture, the issue
of the relationship of performer and listener, which as a result of
development of informational society and global media culture, gains
new characteristic feature.

Thus, modern musical culture represents global, informational
polystructural system, which consists of different local, informational,
historical and social cultural layers and spheres of musical art and
deliver musical information and understand culture as well.
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FILM STUDIES
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Magda Anikashvili,
PhD student of Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgian
State University

FILM DRAMATURGY - WEAK LINK IN THE
PRODUCTION

The topicality of researching the importance, development and
problems of film dramaturgy is increasing from year to year. Avant-
garde experiments, “Cinéma Pur” (Pure Cinema) theory, attempts to
set cinematography free from pincers have long become the property
of the history of cinematography. It can be said that the struggle
against a plot has ended in failure. Modern cinematography is created
under the dictatorship of a history, a story. Although, the creative
process focuses on using technological achievements and searching
new methods of expression, an expression itself frequently turns into
a tool of simply telling a good story.

Dramaturgy plays a dominant role in the process of filmmaking.
It is interesting that moods are identical in the countries with different
cinematographic traditions, economic situations, and systems of
financing, producing and distributing films. A good story is considered
a guarantee of film success in Hollywood; European film promotion
funds allocate much time and resources to the development of a script,
while the post-Soviet space openly speaks about the crisis in film
dramaturgy that, in the opinion of a great part of cinematographers, is
the main hampering factor for film production.

However, the problems related to film dramaturgy, as well as
their causes and attempts to settle them are different everywhere. If
Hollywood faces a problem of production scales, whereas the process
of scriptwriting has almost reached automatism, the post-Soviet space
complains about lack of professionalism and unawareness about
dramaturgy laws.

Comparison and analysis of these processes enable to assess the
current situation in Georgia without which it is impossible to discuss
the issue of teaching dramaturgy and generally the issue of state
strategy on promoting cinematography in the country.
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Zviad Dolidze,
PhD, Professor of Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgian
State University

THE NEW CHALLENGES FOR GEORGIAN CINEMA OF
THE NINETIES

Georgia is distinguished for its great film traditions and
achievements always - in the beginning of XX century and especially
from the twenties when this country became a Soviet republic. During
the Soviet period the best specimens of Georgian films were appreciated
around the world for their true artistic value. After the collapse of the
Soviet Union and therefore Soviet system of film industry many new
challenges for local film development were appeared.

Decline in different fields, financial crisis, civil resistance
and war actions in several regions of the country accompanied the
independence. Some political, social and economic problems had a
serious impact on everyday life and future of the national cinema too.
Since 1991 the transition period accompanied with many difficulties
began.

Indeed the situation resulted in radical changes in everything,
including cinema. The traditional sources of financing were closed,
old Soviet structures were destroyed, and new film companies and
little studios sprang up. The main film studio "Kartuli Filmi~ ("The
Georgian Film~) was transformed into a cinema concern and three
years later — into a joint-stock company but this arrangement could not
help to produce more interesting production.

In the cinema production of this period the films of young film
directors dominated. Many of them were graduated from the local film
school — Theatre and Film Georgian State University, what was a good
alternative way from the famous high film school of Moscow (VGIK).
These films were not commercial but problematic. The authors of
them wanted to touch upon the pressing questions, but frequently in
vain because they tried to do that with profoundly original methods,
what was incomprehensible for audience. They featured antiheroes,
reevaluation of values, pessimism, the border between reality and
convention was erased. Besides, such a direction as Escapism started
spreading in Georgian films.
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Unfortunately, so popular for the Georgian filmgoer historical films,
which demanded the big financial expenses; musical melodramas and
comedies were not shot. Some filmmakers and actors were compelled
to go abroad and continue the career there, some went to work on TV,
others left cinema studios eternal and there were a small amount of
film professionals who were truly devoted to the Georgian cinema
business and its future.

This paper dedicated to the above mentioned problems of Georgian
film of the nineties and first steps in the new era of national independent
cinema which had exceptional peculiarities and tendencies, in most
cases very experimental, but unsuccessful. The Georgian film workers
were unpracticed in various dimensions of film industry like promotion
of projects, finding resources of coproduction with foreign colleagues,
distribution of films, etc.

Elisabed Eristavi,
PhD, An associated professor of Shota Rustaveli Theatre and
Film Georgian State University

VIDEOMUSIC

e  Music video, as a hybrid cultural form in that it is an industrial
and commercial product combining visuals, music and and a very
distinctive form

It’s focused on the commercialization of culture

e  Visual elements of music video are privileged over the aural

e Music videos combine the codes of the spectacle of life
performance

e  Music video blurring the cultural boundaries

e It, s combine cultural and pop form

e Borrows heavily from whatever cultural resources are
available

e  Promiscuous intertextuality and mixing of styles

e  Feminism in music video

e Music video must be understood as a music industry or TV.
Culture

e  Technology of the montage
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e [t’s possibilities of the experiments
e Innovations of the music videos technology find place in
the film industry always

Manana Lekborashvili,
PhD, An associated professor of Shota Rustaveli Theatre and
Film Georgian State University

GENRE SPACE OF GEORGIAN FILM IN 90S

If we generalize the achievements of Georgian Soviet
cinematography in the field of genre, we can say that the genre film
has always been his "Achille’s heel~. Genre advantages of Georgian
film is going round between the two major genres — drama or comedy
and their subspecies and modifications. As for other genres, especially
the number of so-called mass viewer genres are so small that it can be
said — Georgia film ignore them altogether.

Such indifference of Georgian film towards the mass genres can
be explained even with the attitude of the Soviet officials and ideology,
so learning the genre peculiarities of post-Soviet Georgian film should
be interesting.

Though, 90s film for this kind of research appeared to be a
difficult material. During this decade, Georgia had to live constantly
in changeable reality. Public consciousness had to endure the hardest
pain. Naturally, it was particularly difficult for cinematography, which
is one of the most strongly tied art to the physical reality.

Consequently, genre film had been suffered most of all, which
primarily needs social-political stability for existence and development.
This was clearly confirmed by the Georgian film of the 90’s : Just a
few film we could find, which has got the formed genre marks. Drama
captures the space of film process as realistic film. Almost complete
disappearance of comedy from the Georgian film space is especially
remarkable. It disappears not only as a specific genre, but also in the
form of elements in other genres. Image of Georgian film becomes
shadowed drama in this period.

Another trend what had been emerged in this decade was an
increased number of film-allegory. The authors were trying to regulate
it or getting the general signs and creating its more or less obvious
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metaphorical model instead of describing the chaotic, ever-changing
as if nonsense lost concrete exposures of reality what had been existed
around them.

Dinara Maglaklelidze,
PhD of Film and Media

GEORGIAN CINEMA IN CULTURAL DISCOURSE OF THE
XXI CENTURY

In our opinion, the culture and presence of XXI century, as well
as cultural discourse about the modern art and culture, is significantly
defined by the coexistence of two factors. On the one hand the
unstoppable process of technical and economical globalization and
on the other hand the existence of different cultures, traditions and
ideology, which are not just signing in the globalized world, but
creating the fundament in the globalization process.

The historical understanding of nation and national culture is
transforming due to the globalization process. However Europe and the
European culture, which also includes the Georgian culture, remains
the same in the XXI century, since it represents the manifestation of
its own national and cultural understanding.

The object of this lecture is to comprehend the Georgian Cinema
of XXI century with the modern European along with the world culture
discourse and to analyze the typical tendencies of esthetical, thematic
and genre strategies of the post-soviet era of Georgian Cinema.
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Lela Ochiauri,
PhD Professor of Shota Rustaveli Theatre and
Film Georgian State University

RANDOM RENDEZVOUS OF GEORGIAN
CINEMATOGRAPHY
(The Old and the New Generation on the Edge of the XX and
XXI Centuries)

In the mid of the first decade of the XXI century Georgian
cinematography (culture) started to overcome so called post-soviet
crises through seeking for new ways and forms and regaining self-
acknowledgment.

Beginning of new times was premised by collapse of old systems
and thus the steps to be made starting from 90-ies of the XX century
were to be figured out, examined and settled anew.

New times and new circumstances from their side determine new
conditions and the art works produced in such conditions depict or are
supposed to depict existing period, with its contents, problems and
forms of expression.

Movement form one to another stage of art development demands
renovation of methods of expression and their modification, as forms
of expression are being changed according to subject of expression,
especially when the subject carries the character of rebellion and is
directed to transformation of life. Alongside the eternal problems
there always exist problems typical for specific period, nation and
generation.

Does the change of times, systems and processes change anything
at all in Georgian cinematography? Do Georgian artists choose any
new and different ways and forms to express own attitude towards the
new times?

The “urgency” presented in most of Georgian movies of 90-
ies made by the film-makers of different generation showed really
impressive picture of existing situation backed by concussed values. In
such process the quality and the forms of outward expression equally
matter from the viewpoint of attitude towards the existing events but
not necessarily from the viewpoint of content and by presenting and/
or solving artistic tasks.
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Situation in Georgia became more or less stable at the beginning
of XXI century. New authors, new movies and new tendencies have
started to show up. But despite some success achieved at some film
festivalsand indistribution this process looks like “random rendezvous”
and probably it is still very early to talk about overcoming crises.

Ketevan Trapaidze,
PhD An associated professor of Shota Rustaveli Theatre and
Film Georgian State University

HUMAN ON SCREEN

One of the most important tasks for the cinematography as well
is to present the human properly on screen as it for the Art’s other
branches. Also film is trying to talk to viewer about what he thinks or
feels and what concerns to human; what are his intentions, for where
is he striving for, what goals has he set?

Besidesthe literature, theatre, music or visual arts, cinematography
also wants to dig deeper into the inner Universe of the human, to
understand it well what at first glance is not so easy to detect with
superficially or naked eye. However, how much can hold all of us —
conscious or unconscious, emotions or thoughts, feelings, perceptions
and many others. Artist is patiently observing human, explores her
inner Universe; Then he is trying to reflect all in his work what he
learned, heard, understand or realized for presenting to society to
judge it.

On the example of Nata Murmanidze, who embodied the role of
general’s wife in the film the three houses, the second novel (consists
of three novels) of director Zaza Urushadze (2008), there is displayed
how high artistic achievement is possible when on location there are
real professionals. Their collaboration creates a reliable, credible,
real screen artistic look. She is so alive, that her feelings, thoughts
causes solidarity and sympathy in viewer. Thus, the debates about
as if, the professional actors are fake and unnatural in film is devoid
of truth. Therefore, the opinion as if, cinematography prefers not the
professional actor, but the so-called type of actor, the texture or model
is not true. Many Georgian and foreign films refutes this opinion. Zaza
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Papuashvili reaches the special result among the Georgian modern
filmmakers. This is proved by the fact that, a number of actors created
memorable screen artistic image in his film.

Giorgi Ugrelidze,

PhD student of Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgian
State University

The head: prof. Davit Janelidze, prof. Lela Ochiauri

FUNCTIONAL PECULIARITIES OF THE
CINEMATOGRAPHY AND
TV IN THE POST-SOVIET GEORGIA

After the destruction of the Union of the Soviet Socialist Republics
the significant part of the population of the planet had to move from the
socialist into the capitalist system. The new sovereign states appeared
on the World’s political map.

The state as the higher form of Men’s association during the Post-
Soviet period tries to implement and develop the rules of democratic
games.

The legal sphere, different from the social sphere is created.

During the 90-ies of the XX century the cinematography and the
television were given the best chance to become the expert of the
Georgian culture into the whole word.

Through the current hard political and economic situation strongly
hampered the Art” s audio-visual development during these years.

Parallel to the current processes the state sphere had to move to
the capitalist “rails”. The Soviet Art in the conditions of the socialist
system often expressed the interests of the state.

So it was financed by the state. At the first time the market
economy of the Independent Georgia had a number of complications.

In the Georgian television sphere in the Post-Soviet period, some
independent private TV companies. But the most part of the new TV
companies were able to develop and soon they were closed.

A few years later after the date of finding the independence of
the country, the cultural sphere started gradually to awoke, bat the
requirement of public was more noticeable on a Kitsch, then in the
real art.
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At some cinemas, existing in the country the screening was
generally with the films, delivered from abroad. The television space
was overlooked by foreign TV series.

Manufacturing of the Georgian audio-visual production was
trying to keep up with the modern requirements.

The models of high art near kitsch were created.

In contrast to the cinematography the television sphere became
one of the important participant of the political processes.

Giorgi Ghvaladze,
PhD

WHEN THE SUN SHINES TO SLEEPLESS AS WELL

Onthe last day of the year 1991, on the 31% of December, the Soviet
Empire officially came to a halt. Naturally, this fact had big impact on
our national cinematography. Change of epochs and generations is
connected to specific transformation in art as in all other spheres of
life. Georgian movies at that stage were in specific transition period,
in search for new ways of development.

In the beginning of the 90s, collapse of the Soviet Union introduced
the new definition of “Post-Soviet” country (unknown term before)
into the planet. The cinema was also touched by these processes and
the so-called newcomers began to search for new methods of solution
of existence and for new words in the cinema. Lack in belief over 70
years, totalitarian thinking, dogmatism and retrogradism resulted in
full devaluation of these values.

Temur Babluani’s movie “The Sun of the Sleepless” was shown
on screens after the collapse of the Soviet Union, but to say the
truth, the author started working on it yet in the middle of the 80s,
in the conditions of the Empire, and as it often happens in Georgia,
production process of this movie was extremely delayed due to
different reasons. Based on the general opinion, the movie was worth
waiting and this fact is obvious — arrival of the new era and success of
the first Georgian movie coincided with each other; the video rental
shops also succeeded in its renting.

A story of a family stirred up an extreme interesting of Babluani
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and the cinematographic narration of the family’s life makes the
movie breathtaking. Let’s admit that the story and the method of its
cinematographic narration represents the main foundation for the film
director, as, in other viewpoint, there is nothing new happening in
the movie in regard to its form or montage. Babluani lays down his
thoughts in the way he likes. The director deeply believes that “The
Sun of the Sleepless” will shine again, even when it is hidden with
black huge clouds, because it is the biggest and the warmest celestial
body and shines for everybody, including the sleepless.

Teo Khatiashvili,
PhD, An associated professor of Ilia State University

GENDER TROUBLE - REFLECTION ABOUT LATEST
GEORGIAN CINEMA

1. Absence of father/strong man is the main symptom of
patriarchal culture’s crisis that is represented in 90-th Georgian
Cinema. Weak, functionless man on one hand and aggressive women
on the other hand is reflection (more accurately - reaction) of this
crisis only at irrational levels. Women’s activity is not an attempt
to self-affirmation in space which he took from the Patriarch, but
cruel revenge; therefore her strength is still considered destructively,
dangerously.

2. Rusudan Chkonia’s film Keep Smiling as the destruction of
myth about “woman’s cult” that is exposed during the absurd beauty
contest Georgian mother—Kartlis Deda-2010

3. Nana Ekvtimishvili’s and Simon Gross’s film In Bloom as a
feminine resistant against violence/masculine society.

4. Levan Koguashvili’s film Blind Dates - destruction man’s
as a norm’s image by showing middle-aged, unsuccessful, not self-
confidence, infantile character.

5. Zaza Rusadze’s film 4 fold in My Blanket — open text for
interpretation about collapse of heteronormative.
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MEDIA STUDIES
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George Chartolani,
PhD Professor of Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgian
State University

THE SOVIET PROPAGANDA OF THE POST-SOVIET
RUSSIA’S FIRST CHANNEL

[ The main aim of the government of Russian federation is to
somehow, with some form renovate, restore the USSR. So rulers are
putting in motion every possible lever to rich success on their way.

0 The positive aspects of soviet lifestyle and nostalgic
mood by the USSR is propagandized by the most powerful weapon
— Broadcasting media which is one of the best lever to have an
influence on people. Most of the Russian TV channels became much
more powerful weapon of propaganda, than it was central soviet
broadcasting media.

[1  The First Cannel of the Russian federation, which nominally
hasatitle "Russian Public Broadcaster~, turned into governmental, even
we can say presidential TV channel. For carrying out the main aim, the
broadcaster is using its mass cultural TV projects, such as: musical,
entertainment mega-shows, soap operas, movies, documentary an ext.
Even the visual and audio promotion of the first channel of Russian
federation is based on Soviet symbols and attributes.

[0 The main heroes and personages, anchors, guests, members
of judges of the TV mass cultural mega shows, are the well-known
stars of the Soviet era. In all musical TV shows, all the time we can
hear the popular soviet period songs. Also there is the very important
topic, it is the fact that the nostalgic soviet songs on the Russian
broadcasting media, are presenting by old soviet stars as well as by
the young Russian show-biz artists.

[1  The main stories of the TV soap operas, mostly are based
on Soviet period especially favorite themes are second world war or
post war period. So mostly the plot of scenario of the soap operas is
the propaganda of the Russian/Soviet powerful forces, as well as the
propagandizing, idealization the army life or lifestyle of the military
people.

[0 Under the special interest there is the programing the
schedule of the broadcasting on the first channel of Russia; what
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kinds of psycho-social and moral of influence it has on the post-soviet
audience, especially for our research it is important to find out the level
of influence of these types of TV products on Georgian audience.

[1 By getting in motion the broadcasting media, as one of the
most powerful propagandistic lever, the main aim of the Russian
rulers are to have an influence upon the audience of the post-soviet
republics. By the various entertainment TV shows, they are trying to
have cultural, psychological, and social and mostly the main target
is that, at the end, their aim is to have political influence over the
post-soviet people, which finally in the nearest future will form their
voluntary, free-will political choice, and will rule their political vector
in the circle of Russia, it will be so called “voluntary~ comeback.

Tinatin Chabukiani,
PhD, An associated professor of Shota Rustaveli Theatre and
Film Georgian State University

STAGES OF CHILDREN’S BROADCASTING
DEVELOPMENT IN POST-SOVIET GEORGIA

History teaches us that socio-political processes taking place in
the country directly influence all the spheres of culture, between them
TV media.

There started new political processes in Soviet Socialistic Georgia
at the end of XX century. Living in Soviet Empire in tenth of years
annihilated ability of development and joining modern civilized
processes of Georgian national culture and Georgian TV broadcasting.
Starting from 90-ies development of broadcasting as other spheres
were tightly connected to the events which took place in the country.

In that position the special state meaning had to have Children’s
broadcasting, as one of the most effective and acting mechanisms of
upbringing of future generation and development of world outlook.
The serious scientific researches are held for studying the children’s
broadcasting sphere and analyzing its influence on different countries
of the world. Yet in Georgia in this direction is revealed inert and
chaotic approach. We are offering you the stages of post-soviet
children’s broadcasting in post-Soviet Georgia.

1. 1989 — 1990 (process of destruction of old stereotypes);
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2. 2003 - 2012 (factor of Rose Revolution);

3. From October 1, 2013 by now (Georgian Dream Political
Organization and children’s broadcasting policy);

In the scientific work is presented some kind of analysis of
Georgian children’s broadcasting (in social and private TV companies)
of 25 years period and those dangers which the globalization processes
have caused, that requires appropriate reaction and working out of
completely new policy.

Revaz Tchitchinadze,
PhD, An assistant professor of Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film
Georgian State University

THE FIRST TRIAL OF MENTAL REVOLUTION IN POST-
SOVIET GEORGIA

(] The main aim of the first president of Georgia was, to get rid
people of the soviet mentality. For the President Zviad Gamsakhurdia
wasn’t enough just to declare independence of the state. The leader of
the national-liberation movement was expecting danger from foreign
as well as from internal enemies. Against the “Red Intelligence” (that
is the term how z. Gamsakhurdia named the most part of popular and
high authority Georgian celebrities, among them were also journalists
who were working on state TV broadcaster),the head of supreme
council and after the first president of Georgia, decided to put in
motion propaganda machine — Television.

[l The very first sum of the leader of “Round Table Independent
Georgia” was absolute controle over the propaganda lever. For Zviad
Gamsakhurdia, was known the mode of the journalists and all the
stuff working on the state TV broadcaster. He estimated their view
as anti-governmental, anti-national; that’s why by the decision of
the president, the head of the state TV-Radio department became his
devoted ally Teimuraz Kvantaliani, who wasn’t known for the stuff of
the broadcaster. This decision of Z. Gamsakhurdia became the reason
of the first crack among the Georgian journalists and it makes deeper
the confrontation between journalists and new government.
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[1  The preference of the new government of Georgia was the
evident fact that in that period, in Georgia there was just one TV
broadcaster, accordingly controlling state TV-Radio department wasn’t
a problem for the President. Z. Gamsakhurdia also had devoted allies
like T. Kvantaliani, but the biggest problem were professionalism, and
discord among the journalists

[1  There was obvious peril and enemy, in some cases maybe
risks were exaggerated, but however, it was real. There were the
biggest wish and bright aim to deserve, reach the total independence
of the state. Also there was the reality of 90-s, which gave all resource
to the government, including broadcasting media which officially was
under the state (important fact is that there was not business sector).
There was the huge popularity of Z. Gamsakhurdia and the dream
— freedom which came true. By these circumstances, the trial of the
mental revolution had to be succeeded, but in sum Georgia came into
civil war.
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Irine Abesadze,
PhD, Professor of Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgian
State University

RELIGIOUS ASPECTS OF POSTMODERN
GEORGIAN PAINTING

90s of 20th century are acknowledged as the beggining of Georgian
postmodern painting, whereas, first signals of'its existance were already
present in the 2nd half of 80s. It is important that, almost at the same
period appeard mentioned style of art in Europe. It is mentionable
that, from 50s of 20th century due to Ideological boundaries of Soviet
Union, Georgian artists were informed about the new tendentcies of
modern European art too late, approximately only after 20-30 years.
But This tendency has undergone severe alterations after 80s, when
Georgian art accelerated its developement and took pace with global
modern tandencies of art. There were present some sort of matching
between the creative ideas of Eastern and Western artists. Mentioned
matching was and still is determined by the existance of electronic
social networks. This networking and developement of mondern
media technologies are the driving force of postmodern world, which
, although has a lot of advanateges, but stll its disadvantages can not
be undervalued.

As far as, Georgian art of 90s of 20th century is still on its way
of developement, it can not be valued properly. Nowadays, it is only
possible to mention some tendencies, which are:

1. Changing nonfigurative  abstract  painting  with
neofigurativism;

2. Applying grotest as main artistic method;

3. Establishing stylistic eclecticism, a.k.a. Intertextuality;

4. Existance of religious and mithological motivations.

5. Nostalgy of hystoric background,;

6. Tendency of double coding.

Georgian postmodern painting obtains its special self-sufficiency
thanks to existance of religiuos factors. Perfect example of it is the art
of Levan margiani, Merab Abramishvili and others.
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Nato Gengiuri,
PhD, Professor of Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgian
State University

ESCAPE FROM THE PAST OR IN THE PAST
(The period of Post-Soviet Architecture in Georgia)

Almost a quarter of a century has passed since the fall of the Soviet
Union. It’s quite a long period for history as well as for architecture,
which passed the certain stages in Georgia after this historical event
and gave us contradictory picture of directions. What does the recent
20 years’ Architecture express in Georgia? What course did it choose?
These issues are discussed in this work.

When we analyze the architecture of the last decades, we see
ideological problem-solving attempts of a new society and search for
new target. There is contradictory picture: on the one hand orientation
is being on the Georgian architecture of middle centuries, on creation
of establishing illusion of traditions in repeating artistic forms of
the past epochs. On the other hand, the post-Soviet architecture also
reveals that this epoch is striving to enter the Western civilization,
escape the Soviet period and its historical and cultural experiences.

Irma Dolidze,

PhD, Head of the Department of Museums and Museum-
Reserves of the National Agency for Cultural Heritage Protection
of Georgia

MAIN TRENDS OF CULTURAL HERITAGE
PROTECTION IN GEORGIA OF POST SOVIET PERIOD

The last decade of XX century has been rather controversial,
diverse and complicated period of the recent history of Georgia.
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, with strict, isolated system
of management, has gradually found itself in the mode of
disintegration. The above mentioned process has been reflected on
nearly all directions of political, social and cultural life, including
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cultural heritage protection domain.

In 1991, after restoration of independence, Georgia became
soon engaged in civil and ethnic conflicts, inspired by Russia,
which resulted in isolation of substantial territories (Abkhazia,
Samachablo — South Ossetia) from the rest of Georgia. In this
new reality cultural heritage protection domain had to face new
challenges. Disintegration of the old system has not been followed
by development of new management mechanisms, which would
be reflected on the sector development; the system, existing by
that time proved to be ineffective. Some kind of gap was created,
scattering of professionals and brain drain took place.

Political hardships had been followed by economic crisis.
Cultural heritage, similarly to other sectors, was left beyond the state
interest, without any financial support. Monument rehabilitation
process was decreased to the minimum. Concurrently new trends
became clear — closed space of the Soviet Union was now opened
and opportunities for information exchange and sharing of
international experience had appeared. National Commission of
UNESCO affairs, National committee of ICOMOS were established.
In 1994-1996 Georgian monuments of cultural heritage were
entered on the lists of the world heritage monuments. Various
foundations were established, which facilitated implementation of
individual projects. State agency of monument protection, which
used to have a nominal function, underwent gradual changes. An
important stage was started in 2004 — “Cultural heritage protection
program” was established for the purpose of implementation of
state policy and facilitation of sector development; the program
implied clear trend of increased funding on behalf of the state and
had an organizational structure, approximated and adapted to the
European model of cultural heritage management. The process of
formulation and modification of the system, established at that
period still continues in the context of ongoing changes.

345



Lali Osepashvili,
PhD, An assistant professor of Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film
Georgian State University

ABOUT SOME PECULIARITIES OF CHURCH PAINTING
OF THE EARLY 215T CENTURY

Church painting still exists in the 21% century and observation
on it does not lack interest, as it is possible to demonstrate many
interesting aspects.

Destruction of the Soviet Union was followed by construction,
restoration, painting and decoration of churches. Churches became
full of parish, due to which the need respective to the religious faith
emerged.

In 2006, Jvris Mama Church (Father of the Cross) was painted.
In 2007-09, at Sioni Catehdral, a small church was consecrated in the
Name of Saint King Vakhtang Gorgasali.

Why have | chosen these two churches? While in 1990s, painters
were restricted by the cycle of the twelve holidays only, now the interest
towards Georgian iconography has been emerged. In both churches,
subjects connected with the greatest national sacredness of Georgian
people — Svetitskhoveli — become visible. As for the iconography,
they apply to the icon created by M. Sabinini — The Glory of Georgian
Church, but it is clear that both artists suggest free variations. Lasha
Kintsurashvili repeats only the lower part of the icon. Bellow, Saint
Sidonia, bottom of column, the column hanging in the haven, a haloed
young man are painted according to the principle of isocephalism.

As for Jvris Mama Church, Merab Chakvetadze applies to the
same iconographic source i.e. that of Sabinini, and as opposed to
Lasha Kintsurashvili, he decides the upper part of the composition
in a different way. If Sabinini has painted Saviour Jesus Christ, here
we have Virgin Mary surrounded by Saints. This is obvious that in
such a way, the painter has expressed that Georgia has fallen to Virgin
Mary’s lot.
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Natia Tsulukidze,
PhD, Invited lecturer at Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film
Georgian State University

FASHION PHOTOGRAPHY - INDIVIDUALISM OR AUTO-
XENOPHOBIA?

One of the primary goals of photography is to depict the
environment, reality and human being, and in doing so chronicle,
comprehend and portray environment, reality and human being. The
noema of photography “it was here can be interpreted as capturing the
reality, fact and human being in a specific moment in time, and more
importantly capturing the time. Photography, through and with the
help of technical advancement, realized all these goals with the great
success and captured, described and presented reality with the utter
completeness. However, recently the art of photography appears to be
bored with accomplishing only the above mentioned, thus redefining
its concept and setting the following new tasks:

1. Instead of “it was here" to depict “it might be here’, which we
identify as photoconceptualism

2. Instead of “such is a man’ to depict “such must be a man’, a
fundamental principle of fashion photography.

Photo conceptualism depicts invisible, creates new visual reality
and expandsthe horizons of human thinking, while fashion photography
gets down to the smallest details: it depicts exclusive individualism
manifested in the good appearance, costume, accessories. Fashion
photography, however, presents one‘s individualism as a model and
establishes a trend for others to follow.

What must be a style, good taste, status and who must be a man
is dictated by the established, dominant tone, i.e. by the fashion,
and photography is a medium for declaring the rules. If until certain
stage the mission of the photography was “to explain a man to a
man and each man to himself’, recently we have been observing a
transformation similar to photo conceptualism - instead of “such am
I” we see “such must be I". This approach of a modern man towards
himself, a desire to change appearance according to established trends
and standards, to become some other person, to be subordinated to
norms and patterns set by others has deep physiological roots. Modern
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stylish man becomes an auto-xenophobe, for whom even his own
distinction makes him fearful, and strives towards the homogeneity
and assimilation. Instead of showing private individualism he becomes
a slave of existing fashion norms. But, more importantly, this slavery
is absolutely voluntary; such transformation of position is at man’s
own will and he consciously and with the great pleasure surrenders
to the fashion.

Most striking examples of the fight against fashion dictatorship,
against conscious and voluntary fashion slavery and auto-xenophobia
are provided exactly within the frames of fashion photography.
Helmut Newton and Richard Avedon’s photos are manifestation of
sharp sarcasm towards contemporary idols, fetishes, and elite. Being
iconoclasts, these photo artists create anti images; they are fighting
against fashion by using rules of fashion itself as their weapon;
they strip fashion photography of the status of applied art and
create absolutely independent type of art, which is no longer about
dresses, accessories, makeup, perfumes. It is an existential art of post
postmodern era, which reconfirms that “the twentieth century brought
in a time that could be called the end of philosophy and the beginning
of art”. In this remarkable time “the one thing, to say about art is that is
one thing. Art is art-as-art and everything else is everything else. Art
as art is nothing but art. Art is not what is not art.”
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